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> Hore, ( a Man Noble in Birth, 
and famous for his Wealth a- 
A mongſt the Hebrews , en- 
dued with a certain kind of Popu- 
lar Eloquence ) ſeeing F/oſes placed in 
the higheſt Eſtate of Dignity, was fore 
troubled and oprelied WW ith FE nvy * For 
altho' he was of the ſame Tribe, and 
Kind) ed, yer thougtt he it a great In- 
dienty 1 in hinaſclt,co be h xe!dhisnferior ; 
being both more enabled in Riches, 
and nothing Inferior in Parentage ; tor 
which Caute he began to, Wutmy and 
Alurmur amongſt the Levites, ( which 
were of the {ame Tribe with him,and 
his Aindſmen ) ) telling t them ( 1n V che- 
4 mene 
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ment Diſco/ſe ( That it was not to be 
ſuffered, nor permitted, that Moſes, uns 
der a pretence of certain Divinity, /h ould 
by Ambitions Poli licie, ( to other Mens 
Prejudice) only Study his own Glory : 
ſhewing them how of late bare Tu all 
Law and Right, he had given the 
Prieſt-hosd, to his Brother Aaron, and 
Diltributed &cher Dronities at his own 
Pleaſure,like a King, without Allowance 
and Approbation of the People. 
That this Injury done bo him, was 
not to be endured, by Reaſon, that he 
ſo covertly had infinuated himſelf 
ro the Gove ument, that beforc he 
might be cipied, the Peop! lc ſhould be 
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unto, do notwithſtanding abſtain 
from force, leaſt they ſhould looſe the 
Opinion of their Goodneſs and Honeſty, 
yet endeavour they, by Malitious Sub- 
tilities eo attain thereunto. 

That it concerned the Common- 
Wealth, ro Extinguiſh,| and Reot out 
the ſubtil Inſmuations of luch Men, leaſt 
of private, -they ſhould at laſt grow 

ublick Enemies. For what Reaſon, 
Fig he, can Moſes yeild, why he hath be- 
ſtowed the Prieſt-hood on Aaron, and his 
Sons ? For if that God had Decreed, 
that this Honour ſhould have been 
beſtowed on one of the Tribe of Levi, 
there were more Reaſon that I ſhould 
have it ;, who am of the ſame Kmdred 
with Moſes,and who ſurpaſs him, both 
in Riches, and Age. 

And it th is Honour apperta aired 
to the moſt Antient of the Tribes, 
that n 1oſe of Reubens Loyns, ought 
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by right to enjoy it, gamely Dathan 
and Abiram, and Phalal, who are the 
moſt Ancient of that Tribe, and the 
moſt powertul in Riches. 

Theſe things ſpake (hore, un- 
der prerence, and colour of the 
Weal of the Common-Wealth,” (that 
is, for the good of the People ) 
bur in eftet only to raile a Tu- 
mult amonſt the Multitude, and In- 
trude into the Office of the Highs 
Prieſt. 

This, Piftopr/e of his, paſſing by 
lictle ahd- idle, from Ear Ear, 
amonolſt the .Hultitude, and FAwl- 
roplied by tne Envyious, and ſuch as 
Maligned'. Aaron, at laſt brought the 
whole Tribes mto a Matar ; {0 
tha: Np Hundred and Fifty of 
the chicfeſt Nobles, grew at length 
oO be Partakers of Chores Conlpi- 
cy 2 @ F «Il of thele int6rce 
then 
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themſelves to take away the Prieſt- 
hood from Moſes's Brother, and to 
Transfes it to him. 

The People likewiſe were in 
ſuch fort Incenſed; as that they 
ſought to ſtone Moſes, and ran all of 
them by confuled heaps, with noiſe 
and uprore, crying out before the 
Tabernacle of God, That the Tyranc 
was to be cut off, and the People deli- 
-vered from Thraldom, Who under 
pretence of Religion, had inſuppor« 
table Thraldom impoſed upon them, 
for if it had been God, that had 
cholen him, ( 1. e. Aaron ) to be 
High Prieſt. he would have pre- 
terred ſuch a one to the Dionity 
who had been worthy,and would not 
have departed to thoſe who were far 
inferiourto others, that it he had Ve« 
creed to Conter- it on Aaron, 
he had remitted the Commiſſion of 
his Eleftion to the Veople> and 
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not left the diſpoſing of it to his 
Brother. 

Moſes, who long before thar 
rime, had perceived ( hores I rea- 
cherous Slander, - and ſaw the Peo- 
ple very fore Incenſed, was - not- 
withſtanding, nothing at all abaſh- 
ed thereat ; but being reſolved in 
his Conſcience, that he had Go- 
verned the State uprightly; and 
well afſured rhat his | ws. {l ob- 
tained the Prieſt-Hood not by his 
favour, but by God's Ele&ion; he 
came into the Consregation, where 
he uttered not one word againſt 
the People ; bur addreſſing humlelf 
unto Chore, he Expoſtulared with 
ſm, and Accuſed him, in as much 
as was for him poſſible, being 
(behdes his other Qualities) Fa- 
(h:oned, and Compol'd by Natere, 
Floquently, to ſpeak in publick Al- 
-mbhes. I 
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T think, ( faich he ) Chore, that 
both thou, and every one of thoſe, ( in- 
ting with his Finger at the Two 
Hundyed and Fifty Men of his Fac- 
tion ) are worthy of Honour : Tea, 1 
Contemn not the reft of this Aſſembly, 
altho" they are not to be compared with 
you m Riches, and other Endowments. 
For neither doth Aaron therefore poſſeſs 
the Prieſt-Hood, becauſe be is Richer, 
for thou haſt more ample Poſſeſſions than 
either of us, neither becauſe he is more 
Noble, for God hath equally Imparted 
the ſame unto ws all, have given us 
one and the ſame Grandfather : Nets 
ther have I been moved thereunto by 
Brotherly Afettion, to beſlow it on 
= which was due to others : For 

had I not Reſpected Gods Right, m 
Diſpoſing of this , I had not foroot- 
ten my ſelf, to further and prefer as 
nother, ſmce there is no Man more near 


4 4 my 


of my Impiety. 


of that ye or gh ro do, 


CY 
| : SO 


L4,tl the | Togo i 211d 


to the R cader. 


my ſelf, than my ſelf, or whom 1 had 
| rather wiſh well to, then my felf : For 
what Wiſdom had it been in me, to ex- 
poſe my ſelf to thoſe Dangers, which 
they incurr, who make breach of Laws, 
to ſuffer ancher Man to Reap Frait 


Burt God forbid, tha my Con- 
ſcience ſhould be tained with any 
{uch yIn ; neither were the Fruit 
mine alto, would God leave it un- 
puniſhed, neither in me who 
thould Conremn him, neither 1n 
you, for that ye were nor [gnorant 
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tho" Aaron hath obtained this De- 
gree, (not by myFavour, but by Gods 
own Appointment ) yet notwith- 
ſtanding, .he Referreth and Remir- 
teth the Matter to the publick 
Diſpoſition, and Order of you all ; 
nether |requireth he any Preroga- 
tive for that © he hach Exerciled 
the Charge already; or for thar at 
this preſent it is Granted him to 
intermeddle with the ſame ; bur 
citeemerh it co be the greateſt 
Happigels that may befall him, to 
lee your Iutmies, and Seditzons 
ceale. For neither have we inju- 
red Gods Will, in that, we alſo 
wiſh your Aſent, and Allowance ; 
but that, which of his own Accord 
he .hath given, it was not Lawful 
ro refuſe, with a ſafe Conſcience. 
As reciprocally it is a thing moſt 
reaſonable, that they which re- 
ceive 


to the Reader. 
ceive it, ſhould always enjoy ir, 
fince God himlelt had given them 
boch the Aſſurance and Conkir- 
marion. 

God therefore, will once more 
Determine, who amongſt you ſhall 
be choſen to Offer Sacrifice unto 
him, and to take charge of thole 
things which appertain to Peety 
for it is a molt Abſurd Matter, 
that Chore, ſhould have Power to 
deſire a Dignity, and that God 
{ſhould be deprived of that Autho- 
rity, to diſpoſe the lame, as beſt 
liked him. 

Ceaſe therefore, to Mutiny a- 
mongft your lelves, and to be 
troubled, upon thele Occaſions, and 
let every one of you that defire the 
Prieſt-Hood, ro Morrow bring each of 
you his Cenſer, with Perfume and 
Fire from his Houſe. Bur thou, O 
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Chore, give place unto God, and ex- 
pect his Eleftion, neither Arrogate 
ro thy Self, a greater Authority than 
God hath, but come thou alſo a- 
mongſt the reſt of thy Competitors in 
this Honour, to hear his Judgment, 
neither ſee I caule, why, Aaron, 
ſhould nor be there allo preſent, to 
be Judged with thee, in that hi- 
therto, he hath Virtuouſly, and 
Uprightly behaved himſelf in that 
Office,, and is likewiſe of che ſame 
Tribe, and Race, that thou arr off. 
Ye ſhall likewiſe offer Incenſe in 
the Preſence of all the People, and 
when the Perfume, ſhall be paſt, 
let him, whoſe Sacrifice ſhall be 
moſt Acceptabte in Gods fight, be 
declared, and publiſhed for the High- 
Prieſt, lo thalf I de acquit of that 
Slander, which is ſo wrongfully ur. 
ged againſt me; whereby, I am char. 
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ged upon my own particular Grace 
and Favour, to have beſtowed the 
Office of the © Prieſt-Hood on my 
Brother. 

After that Moſes had ſpoken in 
this manner, the People gave over 
Murmuring, and forbear luſpecting 
Moſes, allowing in themſelves, all 
that which had been ſpoken, as bein 
profitable for the Common-Wealth, fo 
that hereupon, they diſmiſled the 
Aſſembly. 

The next Day,the People reaflem- 
bled themſelves together, to afliſt 
the Sacrifice, and to hear the Strife 
decided amongſt the Comperitors ; 
neicher was this Aſlembly withour 
Tumult, for the whole Multitude- 
were in uſpence, in — of 
the Event, and ſome of them were 
deſirous that Moſes might be Con- 
viced of Deceit : Burt ſuch as were 
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of the wiſer ſort amongſt them, 
deſired an end of the Sedition, for 
they feared leaſt the Common-Wealth 
ſhould be utterly ruinated, if the 
Tumulrt ſhould proceed any further , 
the Multitude, likewiſe being deſ1- 
rous of Novelties, and prone to ſpeak 
evil of their Magiſtrates, were di- 
yerliy diſpoſed upon every Oc- 
current. Moſes,allo tent his Servants, 
toDathan and 4biram,coSummonsthem 
to Appear (according to the Covenant 
and Accord)to attend thel(lue of cheSa- 
crifice ; but their Anſwer was, that 
they would not Obey him, northat 
they would any longer permit 
thatMoſes by his fubnil and ſiniſter De- 
vices, ſhould hgnorize over thePeople. 

Which, when Moſes underſtood, 
he took divers of che Elders amongſt 
the People with him ; and being no 
ways moyed with the Contumacy 
of 
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- of Dathan, be came unto him ( be- 
ing willingly Attended by thoſe 
who were drawn to Accompany 
him. ) 

Now when Dathan and his 
Friends, underſtood that Moſes, with 
the Nobles came unto them, both 
they, their Wives and Children Al- 
ſembled chemlielves before the 'T'a- 
bernacle, expecting that which, 
might enkae. 

They likewile came Guarded 
with their Servants, who were 
Armed to Oppote themſelves a- 
gainſt Moſes, it lo be he ſhould of- 
fer them any Violence. But no 
ſooner drew he near unto them, 
but that lifting up his Hands to- 
wards Heaven, he Cryed out with 
a loud Voice, in the hearing of the 
whole V ultitude: and Prayed after 
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0 God! (ſaid he) thou Lord over all 
that which either Heaven, Earth, or Sea 
containeth , thou art a ſufficient Waneſs 
With me of all my Aftions, for that I 
have managed all things by thy Will : 
And thou art be, who haſt given me 
Power to Execute my purpoſes : T hou 
that always in Commiſcration of the Hes- 
brews,haſt been my perpetual Help and Aj- 
ſiſkance. Hear this my Prayer, for no- 
thing that is. either done or thought can 
be hidden from thee ; for which ( auſe, 
{ hope, thou wilt not Diſdain to Teftifie 
and Juſtifie the Iruth; and m:nifeft 
the Ingratitude of theſe Men. 

Thou dolt exactly know the As 
qui ity Of my R ace:; n0W alto 1 cfti- 
he the Truth for me, in thole 
things which theſe Men (atno' they 
know the contrary) arc not alhams- 
ed to impure unto me,at ſuch rime 

| I:d a Peaceabic Life. And 
that 
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that by thy Council, I forſook the 
Poſſefion of my Goods, and the 
Fruition of my Peace, ro Engage 
my (elf in thele Miſeries, which 

= ſuffered for thele Men. 

And firſt of all, for their Liber- 
ty, and now likewile, for * their 
Safety, I have readily undertaken 
grievious Travels; now therefore, 
tince I am grow a into Suſpition a- 
mongſt thele Men, who by my 
Care, and Providence, have elcaped 
{o many "Miſchi ets, — Mileries. 
Thou that appeared(t unto me in 
that Fire on the Mountain of Smai, 
and Vouchlateſt ro ſpeak unto me 
and to Confirm me by the ſight of 
Miracles, that im thy Name "ſencſt 
me a Mellenger iro Egypt, and haſt 
civen me Means to elcape their 
Servitude. And haſt made Pharaoh's 
power and Armies interior to my 
Fortunes, 
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Fortunes, that when we were 1g- 
norant of our Ways, thou gavelt 
a Paſlage through the Sea, in 
whole Bottom and Womb the 
Exyptians were Drowned ; that ga- 
velt us Arms when we were un- 
weaponed ; that madeſt the bir- 
rer. Waters Savory, and fit to be 
drank of; and in our ſcarcity of 
Water, forced Drink for us out 
of the Bowels of the hard (Rock, 
when we found no Meat on the 
Land, thou did ſend it us from 
the Sea. Moreover, as a thing ne- 
ver hard of before, afforded us 
Meat from Heaven, and haſt Eſta- 
bliſhed our State with Laws and 
( uſtoms. Be thou, O Lord, my Fudge 
in all thinss, and my Impartial Witneſs, 
that I have neither bin Corrupted by any 
Bribe, of any Particular | Hebrew, to 
favour  Injuſtice, _ I bave ſuffer- 


ed 
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ed a Poor Man im his juſt Cauſe, to 
looſe his Right againſt a Rich Adver- 


And now having Adminiſtred the 
(ommon-Wealth, with all Sincerity, 
I am called in Queſtion for a Crime, 
whereof I am altogether Guilcleſs, 
asif I had beſtowed the Prieſt-Hood 
on my Brother, for ' private Aﬀec- 
tion, and not for thy Command 
fake: Make it known that a)! 
things are diſpoſed of by thy Pro- 
vidence, and that nothing is breughe 
to Effet by Caſualty, bur by 
thy ſpecial Ordinance, and to Expreſs, 
that thou haſt care of the Hebrews, 
Teſtify the ſame, by thy juſt Puniſh, 
ment Inflited on Dathan and Abi- 
rem, Who Accuſe thee to be Inſen- 
cible, and boaſt that thou art Cir. 
cumyented by my Subrilies : But 
thou ſhalt make thy Revenge more 
NOtOriOus 
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notorious againſt the unbridled De- 
tracers of chy Glory, if they Periſh 
after no common Manner, leaſt 
any Man ſhould ſuſpect that they 
ſuffer nothing Inhumane, Bur ler 
the Earth, which they unworthily 
rread on, open it ſelf, and ſwallow 
them up, both with their Facul- 
ties and Families. 

By this means, both thy Power 
will manifeſtly appear unto all 
Men, and thou ſhalt leave an Ex- 
ample to Poſterity, that no Man 
hereafter ſhall dare to think other 
wile of thy Majeſty, then becometh 
him, and my Miniſtry ſhall be ap- 
proved to proceed from thy Di- 
rection: Burt if thole Crimes be 
truly urged which are Inforced a- 
ainſt me, then let the Curſes Re- 
curn and light on my own Head, 
and let thole whom I have Curſed, 
D 23 * live 
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live in ſafety; and thus exactin 
2 Puniſhmenc from thoſe thar diſt- 
urb thy People, keep the reſt of 
the Multictude in Peace, Concord, 
and Obſervation of thy Command- 
ments, ſecure and void of that 
Puniſhmear, wi:jch 15 due unto wic- 
ked Ven, tor "that it 1s contrary tO 
thy Juſt'ce, that che Innocent Mul - 
tirude of the I/raclites, ſhould an- 
{yer their mildeeds, and fuftertheir 
Puniſhments, 

Whilelt he ſpake theſe Word$y 
and intermixed them vvith Tears, 
the Earth inſtantly trembled, and 
ſhaking began ro remove, ( after 
luch a raanner, as whea by the 
Violence of the Wind A great Bil- 
low of the Sea flotetn and Wal- 
[Cret h) lcreat were all the Pcoplec 
amazed ; bur afrer chat , 2 horrible 
and ſhattering noiſe was made #- 


bour 
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bout their Tents, and the Earth 
opened and ſwallowed them up, 
both them -and all chat which they 
eſteemed dear, which was after a 
manner ſo exterminated, as no- 
thing remained of theirs to be be- 
held ; where upon. in a Moment, 
the Earth cloſed again, and che 
vaſt gaping was faſt ſhur, fo as 
there appeared not any fiohr of 
that which had happened. Thus 
periſhed they all, leaving behind 
rhem - example of Gods Power, 
and Judgments, 

And hs Accident, was the more 
miſerable, in that there was not 
any one 6+ rheir Kinsfolk and Allies 
that had Compaſlioa on them; fo 
that all che People whatſoever, 
forgetting thele things -that were 
paſt, did allow. Gods Juſtice with 
Joyful Acclamations, eſteeming 

them 
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them unworthy to be bemoaned ; 
but to be beheld as the Plague 
and Pervercers of the P-ople. 

After that Dathan, with his Fa- 
mily - was extinguiſhed, Moſes Aſlem- 
bled all thole that contended for the 
Prieſt-Hood, committing again the 
Eleion of the Prieſt-Hood unto 
God, that the Eſtate thereof ſhould 
be Confirmed to him, whoſe Sa- 
crifice ſhould be moſt acceptable in 
God's ſight, for which cauſe the 
Two Hundred, and Fifty Men Aſ- 
ſembled themſelves, who were both 
Honoured for the Vertue of their 
Anceſters, and for their own Abili« 
ties, far greater than theirs; with 
chole alſo ſtood Aaron, ' and Chore, 
and all of them Offered with their 
Cenſers before the Tabernacle, with 
Perfumes, luch as they brought with 
them, when fo great a Fire ſhone 

as 
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as neither the like was ever kinds 
led by Mans Hand, nor uſually 
breaketh from the Bowels of the 
burning Earth, nor was ever quick- 
ned in the Woods in the Swummer- 
time, by a Southern Breeze. Bur 
ſuch a one as ſeemed to be kind. 
in Heaven; moſt brightlom, and 
flaming : By force and Power where- 
of thoſe Two Hundred, and Fifty 
Men, (together with Chore) were fo 
Conſumed, that there ſcarce ap. 
peared ' any Relicks of their Car- 
cales, only Aaron remained un- 
rouched, ro the end it might ap- 
pear that this Fire came from 
Heaven. 

Theſe things / thus m__ to 
paſs, Moſes, ( intending to leave a 
perpetual Memory to Poſterity, of 
that Puniſhment ) to the end they 
ſhould not be 1gorant of ir, Com- 
manded 
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manded Eleazer, the Son of Aaron, 
to Conlecrate their Cenſers afhxed 
to the Brazen Altar, that by Rea- 
ſon of this Monument, all Men 
might be terrihed, who think that 
the Divine Power can be Circum- 
vented by Humane Policy. 
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Corab, Dathan, and Abiram, Diſplay'd, 
and their $ IN Diſcover'd : In fe. 
veral SER MONS, Preach'd at 
BRISTOLL. 

Numbers,xvi. xxiii, XXiV, XXV, XXV1L. 

And the Lordpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Sprak 


wits the Congregation of Iltacl, ſaying, Get you 
#þ from about the Tabernacle of Corah, Da- 


than, and Abiram. And Moles roſe up, 
and went wnto Dathan, and Abiram ; and 
the Eld:rs of Iiracl followed him. And he 
ſpake wnto the Conorevation, fayine, Depart, I 
pray you, from the Tents of 1heſe wicked Men, 
and touch nothing of theirs, leaſt ye be Conſum- 
ed in all their Sins, 

Srael,- was once Gods choiceſt Jewel, 
ſnarch'd forth of che Fire of fore AM'Ri- 
on, A People, wonderfilly Redeemed 
with a Mighty Hand, and Stretched our 

em of Heavenly Power, from crucl and bir- 
er Bondage, B A 


(2) 

A People,thorowly Taught and Inſtruced, 
in the Sacred Oracles of God, and pureſt of his 
ways. 

A People, fed with Bread fromHeaven , for 
Man did cat Angels Food, 

A People, that had God andChriſt for their 
Guide and ConduR, and Angels, and the beſt 
of Men for their Guards and Governors: A 
People, that wanted no Mercy, nor Blc:ling, 
that either Heaven or Earth could aford. 

- And yet, from amongſt this People, did 
ſach a Root of Bitterneſs (ſpring up,and ſuch a 
deadly Sin, a deadly Sin appear'd, which did 
more highly honbecke Lord to Anger, aud 
more hotlykindle the Fire of his Jcalouſic and 
wrathfull Indignation, than cither the Sin of 
. Sodrmn, or the Wickedne's of Eeypr. 

For when the Lord ſenr his Angels to de- 
ſtroy Sqfom,, for thcirSins of Pride, and fulneſs 
of BreaR Idlcneſs,and hard Heartedneſs to the 
Poor, he mcekly heard 46rahams Petition for 
them, and paticntly ſuffercd him to Pray and 
I1ctercced for them,as long.,asin reaſfonhe could 
defire. O Let not the Lord be Angery, (faith 
he) and 1 will ſpeat but this once, Peradventure, 
there [( all be Ten (that is. Ten Righteous Perſons) 
found there, and the Lord ſaid, 1will net deft; of 
it for Tex ſake, Gen. 18, 32, 

And 


£2 
And before he Executed his Judgments 
upon E-ypr. for their unjaſt Dealan2s, and CX- 
erciſe of Cr-clty upon this very ſelffame Peg- 
ple it 0 T7-x with Par e25, from 
day co day, by Moſes nnd Aaron, witli Signs 
and Wonders, to try if he would ſoften his 
hard H-art towards them, 

bt, for the S:not chele, hislatcly, and for 
a long time, beloved People, he was ſo deeply 
iacenied againſt them, that he haitily, and 
ſuddenly comma:.ded Moſes and Aarentoſe- 
parate themſelves from them, chat he might 
Co:tume them in a Momcont, wer. 21, 

The firſt thing then, before Icome to the 
Words of my Text, mult be ro e:quire 
what their Sin was, that ſo ive / may the more 

readily and eafily underſtand the Doctrine we 
are ro learn from chonce, 

Their $in and Wickednels under the cloak 
and colour of Holincts, is drawn up in a bricf 
Remonſtrance, ia ver, z, ia thele Words : 

Thiy gatbered them|eluts torather againſt 
Moles and azainſt Aaron, and ſaid unto them, 
Je take too much pon you, ſreing all the Conorega« 
tion are Holy every one of them, ard the Lordis 
among ft them : wheretore then lift ye up your ſelJe5 
above th: Congrezation of t' e Lord, 

In which bold Remonſtrance of heirs, 
there are fourArticles. which cheyxchibired in 
B 2 fero 
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foro in open Court,two direftly againſt Moſes 
and Aay 07, one prertendedly for God, and the 
ethes point blank for chemſelves, 

r. In the Firſt, they draw up a charge a- 
gainſt Moſes and Aaron, tor -xcceding the 
Bonnd: of their Commiſhon, 1: take too much 
wpon you, ye do more than you car juſtific, more 
than ve haveWarrait from God !o do. This Lord- 
lineſs of yours, is not Pure Divino: we know 
our Daty to God without your Lordly tcach- 
ing of us, 

Hence it was that Moſes told them wer. 28, 
Hereby ſhall ye know that the Lord hath ſent me 
to do all theſe Works ,, for I have not done them 
of my own Mind. 

2. The ſecond Avticle.contains a Plea for 
their own Holineſs, to Juſtifiz the Innocency 
of their Enterorize, and co let ali 1/racl know, 
that their Proceedings were irom Religious 
Principles, that Religion is the Center of all 
that they go about to compals, ſecing all the 
Congregation are Holy, they wi!l not allow 
one prophane Perion to be amongſt them : It 
we were a wicked and prophanc People ye 
might have {ome colour. 

3. In the third Artu le, they take God to 
witneſcth t- heirlarcnts were ſuſt andHoneſt, 
that they though nor meant any Harm nor 
Evil co any. 0c, and avouch God to be the 
Primmun 
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Primum Mobile of their Intents and Purpoſes}. 
AS if they had (aid, be it known uns you Moles: 
and Aaroi., and let all lTiracl rate notice, that 

what we do, proceeds net from our ſelves, we are 

moved of God to doit, and that it is a Revcla- 

tion of the Mind and Will of God, the Lord is 

amone ft us. 

4+ The fourth Article, contains a ſeemingly 
Rational Argument, for the Confirmation of 
the former three. Wheretore then, mark 
that word, Wherefore then lift xe up your ſelves 
absie the Congregation of the Lord ? 

Are not we the Congregation and People 
of the Lord ? Are not we the only holy Peo- 
ple of an holy God ? Have not |we the pre- 
{ence of the Almighty God amongſt us ? 
What Reaſon have you then, to bft up your 
ſelves above us? Can ye teach usbetter than 
the Lord, who is in us ? for lo one Latin Tran- 
flation reads the Text Omnis multituds Suntto- 
rum eſt, et in ipſis eff Dominus, the People are 
all Holy, and the Lord is in them. Why do 
ye then goabont to preſcribeus a way, or tye 
us up to a Form of Worſhiping God, 

This was the ſubſtance of their Charge 
againſt their faithful Rulers, 

Their Frolocutors were Corah, a ſelf-wil'd 
Levite, and Dathan and Abirats, two unſtable 
Rewbenites, accompany'd with the Aid and 
B 3 Aſſiſtance | 
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Afitince of 250 Cliefrains, the boldeſt and 
ahd moit conhideat, thar they cold pick: or 
chuſe in the Warlike Cam» of 7[rael. 

Now, who con'd vrenenly think or imma 
gin, that ander thee Wordswe are all 4oly, 
and the Lord 1+ «mnag!tt us. there ſhoald lic to 
great 4 Singas tO pr oke 2 Gracious and Mer- 
citul God todeſtroy micacu.oully tho.e very 
People, whom not many Years before he had 
miracuioully delwer d from Opreſſion and Sl 1+ 
very, 

Who would have thought that this out» 
fide clean Cnp, and Platter, had been in- 
wardly filled with Ravening and Wicked- 
neſs ? Thar thofe white Painted Sepulchres 
1ad bcen full o: dead Mens Fones and Rot- 
tennets, Who would have imagined, that 
theſe Mens Privicivles, wouid have cigged 
io miny Graves tor the Iſrachites Carcales, 
a5 afterward: they did ? That ſuch Confu- 
ons and Diforders, would have followed che 
Heels ofrhete Men, rroteffing cxtraordinary 

mels and Riohreouinels 7 

Our work then 2t this time, will be toger 
:e true and real Knowl:dge of thele Mens 
Sin, that knowing it, we may the more re- 

\vedly dereſt and abhor it, and cheace ſhun 
and ayoid them. 


And 
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And this way we mult go- towork, .even 
to enquire of the Oracles of Gog,; what - they 
were, in a three-fold reſpe., 

3. What thiey were in their Generation 
and Tribe, 

2. Inchcir Qualifications, or Parts. 

. In thcir Eſtimation, or Credit, and that 
1. With God, 
2, With the People. 

1- For their Generation, or Tribe, we wad 3 
that they were of the ewoTribes of Reuben and 
Levi, as the firſt ver, of the' chap. plainly 
ſhews in theſe words, Now Corah, the Son of 
Izhar, the Son of Kohah, the Son of Levi, . and 
Dathan, and Abiram, the Sons of Eliab, and 
On, the Sor of Peleth, Sons of Reuben, took 
Men. 

Ot which ewo Tribes, theſe two things are 
Recorded, that they were Unſtable, and Selt- 
will'd, and by no worſe a Man, than their 
own Father : And this upon' his Death-bed 
to0z two infamous Blots, in both their 
Eicutcheons; the Records are written in 
Gen. 49. the Blot, u on Rewbens Eſcutcheon 
at ver. 3, Reuben, ys art my Firſt-born, my: 
Might, and the beginnine of my Strength, the ex- 
cellency of Dignity, and the excellency of Power, 
Unſtable 43 Water, a foul Blot, in a fair Eſcut- 
cheon, B& The 
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The Blot in Levi's Elcutcheon, at wey.5,6, 

Simeon, and Levi, are-Brethren, Inflruments of 
Cruclty are in their Habitat ions 

O my Soul, come not thou into their Secret, wnto 
their Aſſembly , mine Honor, be not thow united : 
For in their Anger they Slew a Man, and in their 
Self will, they orgved down a Wall, 

[a thei ir Self-will, thcre is the Blot in Levi's 
Eſc atcheon. 

Now if we joyn the Blots in both their 
Eſcurcheons together, and compare them 
with thcſe Mcns Words, and Actions, in my 
Text, we may tafrly conclade the truth of 
that Proverb, 

Natur _— Sew na quiſque ſue. 

And take this for a Maximin Divinity, 
That Inſtability of Heart, ro walk with God 
in [1s antient ways, and Sclf-will'dnels of 
S. irir, to prefer a private Error in Judgment, 
be'ore the p'blick Peace and welfare of the 
Church: 1s the grand Anvil, upon which 
the Devil lath forved all his Machination of 
Hereſy, and Scifme, to the Co tinual diſtur- 
bance of the Church, in all Ages of the 
World. 

2, In the next place, we will confider 
them in their Qualifications and Endow- 
ments, and this to 

1. Nezatively, 
2. Pollavely. Nera- 
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1, Negatively, they were not the Ignorant 
ſorr, altho' Thouſands of thoſe were teduced 
by: their Leaders, not, yet of the © loweſt, 
baſeſt,and meaneſt among them, altho" Thou- 
ſands of thcie were ready ro Aid and AG 
them in cheir Enrerprize,nor were they openly 
Prophane, or Debauch d Perſons, alcho fuch 
(had there been any ſuch in 1ſrae/ ) would 
eaſilyhave become Sticklers to theſe Mens 
Principles, | 

2. Bur Poſfitively, for their Qualifica- 
tions,. they were Men of exccllent Gitts and 
Parts, for there were many Zevucs amongſt 
them. and many of good Rank and Quality, 
R-ubenites of the Tribe of Facobs Firſt-born , 
and without all Peradventure, Stout Meca of 
their Hands too, if aced required.. And this 
is clear from what is Recorded, in ver. 2, 
And they ( i. e. Corah, and his Confederates ) 
roſe op bifive Moſes, wirh certatn of the Chil. 
dren of lirac), Two Hundred and Fifty Princes 
of the Aſſembly, famous in the Congregation, 
Men of Renown, 

The Fame of theſe Men (ſpread far and 
near throughout all 7/ra?, ſparkling un the 
Firmament of the Church, like blazing Stars, 
ealke ot in every Tent,cſpecially of theleTwo 
Tribes Thus did their Renown ring in the 
E ars of unſteadlaſt and backfliding 1/7 ael. 
Famous 
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. Famous and Renowned they wire; : for 
what ? Not for any open or viſſible Sin or 
Wickedneſs ; for the Iniquity of theſe Men, 
was 2 Milſterions Riddle to many honed 
Hearted 1/rael:tes. 

Latet anguis in Herba. 

The greeff Herbs of their admirable Know- 
ledge, and ſ-eming Holineſs, did to flouriſh 

and (pre? 2d it ſelf in the fight of all the Re- 
rok Tribes of Iſrae/, that they could aot 
ſer, nor percerve the Serpent art the Root. 

Mracl, was Gods cholen People, above all 
Nations upo1 the face of the Earth, and 
theſe Men the choiſcſt of a 1/rael Pſal.73.71. 

Having now conſidered them in their Ge- 
nerations, and Qualifications, it remains, 
that we conſider them in 'their Eſtimation , 
im what Eſteem they were both with God, 
and the Pcople. 

And 1. That they were once in high 
Eſtcem with God, Avſes himſelf acknow- 
ledgethirin wer. 8, 9. And Moſes ſaid wnto 
Corah, Hear, 1 pray you, ye Sons of Levi : 
Seemeth it 4 ſmall thing to you, that the God of 
Iſracl, hath ſeparated you fromall \racl, to 
bring yo» near to himſelf, 10 do the Service of the 
Tabernacle, and to ſtand before the C ongregation, 
to Miniſter unto thim, And that they werein 
great 
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ceat Credir and Eſtecw with the People; we 
- their own words for it, 10-ver. 41, 

But on the Morrow, all the Congregation of 
Iiracl. Mnrmured ava'nſt Mo! cs, and Lang 
Aaron, Saying we. have Killed the: People of 
Lad. How ſtrong were the.delufions of 
th-le Men ? When notwithſtanding the viſt» 
ble aid unheard of || udgments, which the 
Lord Plagucd. them. with. In cauſing rhe 
Earth to open hcr Mouth, and-ſwallow up 
ſame of them , and Fire from Heaven to con- 
ſume the reſt. Yet on the Morrow, whileſt 
theſe things were freſh in their fight and 
memory, they could tell " s and Aaros, 
with murmuring Words that they were guiley 
of Murder, in the the Death of theſe Men, 
Te have Killed ihe People of the Lord, 

Te have not only lifted up you ſelbuts, and made 
your ſelves Lords over G CN Treache- 
roufl;, and Crucly, 1Murdered the Saints, and 
People of God. 

Thus did they by way of Recrimination, 
charge the ' Meckeſt, and Faithfulleſt Man 
upon the face of che Earth, with the Guile 
of the greateſt Wickedneſs, that could poſ- 
fibly be Commicted. And doubrleſs, had 
they had an Armed Power, anſwerable to 
their Envious and Arrogant Hearts, they 
would have EreGted a Sanedrim of their own, 
and 
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#d Arraigned him as Guilty of the Death of 
all the 1ſr«elites,that dyed for their Wicked- 
neſs, in the Wilderacſs, fince the Day that 
they came up out of the Land of Zeypr, cill 
then. Juſt fo, the worſt ot Helliſh Villanes, 
except  Fudas, and Fulian. the Apoſtares, 
Araigned the beſt of Kings, ( Jeſas Chriſt ex- 
cepted) King-Charles the Firſt : T mean, as 
Guilty of all chat Blood, that had been ſhed 
in. the ' three: Kingdoms of Enzcland, Ireland, 
and Scotland, ihthe time of thoſe unnatural 
and Bloody Wars, continued 'for ſo many 
dreadful Years of that Pious Princes Raign, 

And here I could willingly make « Digrel- 
fion from my matter in hand, by ſaying, Thar 
I could wiſh-that my Head were Waters, and 
_ mine Eyes, Fountains of Tears, that I might 
Weep Day and Night , not only for the Sins 
of minc own nnſ{table Heart, but for the en» 
ſwing Miſeries, which wichout ſpeedy and 
unfeigned Repentance, will certainly fall up- 
on the Church of God in theſe Kingdoms , 
the Lord hath ſhak 'd his Rod ar vs, for ſcve- 
ral Years pait,nor hath he yet laid it afide,ſor 
the noiſe of it, is ſtill in ourEars.aud we (cem 
to take littie or no notice of it, as if we did 
either flop our Fars at it, and ſorefuſe ro hear 
it, or by a careleſs flighting of it, mae a puff 
At it, or were wholly void of Sence and 
Reatlon 
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Reaſon, not to underſtand the meaning ofir } 
like thoſe whom, the Propher /ſaiah exclaim'd 
againſt, chap. 1. ver* 3. The Ox knowveth his 
owner, and the Als, his Maſters Crib , but Iſrael 
doth not know, my People doth not conſider. 

I muſt confeſs, itis very ſad to think that 
when God condeicends to ſpeak to poor Mor- 
tal Creatures in fo many different ways, as he 
hath done to the People of theſe Kingdoms, 
and fo few of us underſtand his meaning/in 
any of them, 

That we ſhould be ſodeſticute of Evangelical 
Wiſdom, that we ſhould neither Hear nor See, 
nor Taſt nor Feel God in the various Dilpen- 
lations of his Providences, but continge in a 
ſencelels, ſtupid, dull frame of Spirit, as if 
we reſolved to walk contrary to his Provi- 
dences, be they what they will. Bur leaſt a 
larger Digrcfhon ſhould divert yourThboughtes 
from the Subje& 1 am dilcourhng of, I will 
immediately return to them wherel left them, 
an1 ihew you more of their Sia and Wicked- 
nels; for to ftrangly and to ſtrongly, were 
theſe 1/raelites enfnared, and bound withthe 
Cords andChains of chis{piritual Delufion,and 
fo cheared by* the (reming Holynels of theſe 
eminent and famous Men,that they adventur'd 
toCancnize them for Saints, aftcr they were 
dead, alcho' they died Impenirent Redels, 


And 
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And a probable Reaſon why they had ſuch 
an eſtcem tor them airer they were dead, was 
either becauſe the Two Hundred and Fiity 
Men, Contederates with Corah, [uſtified their 
doings tothe Face of Moſes, in the Vabernacle 
of the Lord, and in the preſence of God, and 
diced with Ceuſors in their Hands aud [acenſe 
burning thereon, 

Or elſc it was becauſe they intended to 
play over again the ſame Game that thrir 
Brethren had leſt, a'd fo prove a ſecond 
Brood of Reli?i ous :icbcls. 

That this is more then probable, the words 
in ver.42. do plainly demonſtrate, tor do bur 
mark the Words, 4d it came to paſs when the 
Congregation was gathered againſt Moſes, and 
againſt Aary |. that they looked toward the Taber- 
eacle of the Congregation ;, and behold the Cloud 
covered it, and the Glory of the Lord "—_ 

Hence itis very cvident, that theſe Chips 
of the old Block, were reſolved ro revive the 

old Ctaie of their deceated Friends, and 
—_ the Lord again Graciouſly preler- 
ved his Church, this laſt Seditions Commo- 
tion, might have been wor.c than the former. 

For Co-aband his Company.did but charge 
Moſes and Aaron with the Siu of {clf-promo- 
tion. : But theſe Ofi-spring ot theirs, charge 
them with the ſhedding of Innocent Blood, 
even 
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even the Blood of the People of che Lord , 
and ſo-might pretend that God had pur into 
their Haad the Sword of Vengeance for In- 
nocent Blood, ” 

Theſe things being well weighedand con- 
ſidered, withont doubt, this was the Root and 
Riſe of their Sia, 

The high conceic, which they had of cheir 
own Knowledge and Holynels, together with 
the Applauſe and Eſtimation which they had 
with the People, had (olifred them up with 
Pride, that they thought themſelves ſo full of 
Knowledge, and (o Holy, and in both ſo per- 
fe, that their Conſcicnces would not ſuffer 
them to live any longer in obedience to 4 
written Law, that is, to ſuch a Law,or to fuck 
Rules and Orders as ſhould be delivered to 
them by any other hand then their own. 

And this is clear, it we conſider the time of 
their publick diſcovering of it , and 'we ſhall 
had that it was immediately upon Moſe-'s 
preſſing them to a ſtrickt Obſervation of an 
harmleſs Ceremony for Decency, and Order, 
tobe placed upon the border of cheir Velt- 
ments. . 

The Form of ir, and che Ordersof God for 
ie, is written in the 4 laſt ver, of the forego- 
ing chap. the words are theſe, 

And 
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Anil the Lord Spake unto Moles, ſaying, 

Speak unto the Children of, Iſracl, and bid 
them that they make them Fringes in the Borders 
of their Garments, throughont their Generations, 
and that they put wpon the Fringe of the Borders 4 
Ribband of blue 

And it ſhall be unto our a Fringe, that ye 
may look upon it, and rem mber all the Command- 
ments of the Lord, and do them : And that ye ſect 
not after your own Heart, and your own Eyes, after 
which you wſe to g0 a Whoring., 

That ye may remember and do all myCommuna-« 
ments, and be Holy untoyonr God, 

I am th: Lord your God, which brou7ht you out 
of the Land of Egypt, to be your God : I am the 
Lord your God. 

W hich Command, was no {oonet deliver- 
ed by Moſes, but preſent! / Corb and hisCon- 
federates, ſtood up and rold him to his Face, 
That he rook- coo much upoa him, to order 
them what to do, 

Theſe things have at laſt broughe me 
through a Wilderneſs of troubled thoughts 
home to my Text, which contains four parts, 

1. A Meſſage from God to 1ſr.el, by Moſes 
and Aaron, ver. 2}. 24 

2. The Mcſſage ic (elf, which was both 
ſhort and (mart, and we may obicrve, that as 


theſe Mens Remonſtrance was thort and bit- 
cr 
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ter, ſo Gods Anſwer to it in this Meſſage, is 
ſhorter and ſmarter, Get you yp from about the 
Tabernacle of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram. 

3. Moſes,thie Meſſenger's Expedition to de- 
liver it: And Moſes roſe up, and went unto Da- 
than, and Abiram, H- that had an Ear al- 
ways ready to hear, had an Heart always 
ready to obey. Ii God bid Moſes riſe, he is 
ready to go : it God bids him go, he runs. 
ſo the Pſalmiff. 

I made haſt, and prolonged not the time to keep 
thy Commardmints, Plal. 119, 60. 

And again, I will run the Way of thy Cons- 
mandments,when thou haſt [et my Heart at Liberty, 
ver. 32. 

4. Moſes's Love to, and care for the ref, 
whom he thought nor paſt recovery, delive- 
ring his Mcſlage to chem in ſuch a frame 
of Spirit, as he thought moſt likely to prevail 
with chem, if any thing would, ia begging 
and intreating them, Depart, I pray you, 
from the Tents of theſe wicked Men, and touch 
nothing of theirs, leaſt ye be Conſumed in all 
therr Sins | 

Now from theſe parts of the Text, and 
from what hath been ſpoken as previous to it. 
I ſhall deliver theſe fix Propofitions,or Points 
ot Doctciac, 

C 1, That 
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1. That it is dangerous and. unſafe for 
Cbriſtiavs to Congregate themſelves with 
ſuch a People, tho” never { fall of Know- 
ledge and ſeeming Holyne's) that do deny 
Conformity roAuch Laws and Ordinances, as 
God hath delivered co them, by the Hands 
of faithfull Governors. ; 

2. That God will reje&t and diſown the 
Knowledge and Holineſs of ſuch a Peo- 
ple. 

3+ Thge the Sin of ſuch Nonconſormity, 
doth exceedingly provoke the Lord to 
Anger, and (tir up the Fire of his Jealouſic, 

4+ That a People under ſuch Delufions, 
may think themſelves Holy and Righteous, 
and at the ſame time, be moſt fintul and 
wickcd, 

5. That itis nonew thing, fora Spirit of 
damnable Deluſions, to ſhelter ic (elf under 
the Cloak and Maſque of extraordinary 
Holine's. 

6. That it is the Part and Duty, of all 
the Scrvants of God, in their ſeveral and 
reipeftive Places, and Callings, to ule all 
Lawfull mcans, and endeavours, to ſtop 
the iurther breaking fort!: of ſuch horrible 
De.utions, and Deſtruftive Principles, 

Havirg dclivercd theſe fix Propokitions, 
I !hz!! return to proſecute the firſt, 

V hich 
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Which, whilſt I am doing, I humbly pray 
you, to hear m* withour Prejudice , for 
the Lord, who know-th the Secrets of all 
Hearts knows that | 1a;e none againſt the 
Perions ofanyot the 30n5 of iengtoriBelieve 
thac Chriſt dy'd as well for them, as for my 
ſelf, and therefore 1 cannot hate them : And 
the Method I ſhall Obſerve will be this. 

t. I offer to your Conſideration the Rea» 
ſons, why I Judge it dangerous, and unſafe 
to Congregate with ſuch a People. 

2. I thall give you a Proſpe& of the pre- 
poſterous and unlucky Dilpoſitions of theſe 
Mens Spirits, under this new diſcovery of 
theirs, Scilme, I may call it. 

3. Give you a Taſte of che harſh, bitter, 
and lamentable Eftets, which this new 
Do&rin of theirs brought forth in the Com- 
wo0n-Wealth of Iſrael , which, when we have 
weighed inthe Ballance of the SzvFuary we 
ſhall oafily be perſwaded to believe Solomon, 
That there is no n:w Thing under th: Yun, 

4. Shew you how the Tuſt, Holy, and 
Rightcous Goa took this INiſturbance of the 
Church's Peace at their Hands, and what 
a kindoFSavour, thcSmoak of cheſe Mens 
Incenſe. did ſcnd up to Htaven. | 

6. And Laitly, Conſider what the more 
then probable drift, and deſign of theſe Men 
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might be, which they iatended to carry on; 
under thus falle i clig.ous Cloak, and I 
beſeech you, Chriſtians, that you will mark 
me warily, whileſt - lav down my Reaſons 
for Proof of my firſt Aſſertion, char ſo ye 
may neither mi'-prehond me here. nor miſre- 
; port m+ abroad,to my Prejudice, aud Scandal 
of orhers. 

The fi:ſt Reaſon, why ir is dangerous (0 
to Congregare, is 

( Reaſon, 1. ) Becauſe every particylar 
Chriſtian, hath not the ſ-ecial Gift of che 
Holy-Ghoſt, todi'cer' S,1cits, 

Fyety Man and \Vonan, in any true 
meaſure Profcſſing Chriſt, may have fo 


much Knowledge, and bc fo far enlightened, 
as to be ſencible of their Miſery, by rea- 
ſon of Sin com itred in thc State of Nature, 
to know what Chriſt Fath done for them, in 
{ſatisfy 1 -_ {uſtice, and remoning the 


Curie of the Law, rnd Puniſhment due to 


ſuch Sin, 

To belicve in him for Pardon of Sia, to 
love anddelight rodo his Commandments, 

And yet agt have the ſnecial Gift of the 
Holy-Ghoſt, to diſcern Spirits, 

The Avoſtle St. Paxl, in the 1. Cor. 
12. 4. ſaith, That there are diverſuies of Gifts, 
Unt the ſame apiri that Fours thim, 

And 
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And then at ver. 8. reckons them np in or- 
der, thus 

Fur to one, is given bythe Spirit, the Word of 
Wiſdom , '# another, the Word of K nowledee, by 
the [anc Spirit $ 

To another, Faith by the ſame Spirit, to another, 
the Gift of Healing, by the ſame Sp:rit » 

To another, the Working of Miracles, by the 
ſame Spiru , '0 another, Prophecy, by the [ame 
Spirit LE ber, the Diſcernt 'F of Spirits ; 50 
ano her, d.urrs kind of Tongues To another, 
th. I verpretaion of Tongues, And then Coa- 
cludes, thus, 

But all theſe, worketh that one and the ſelf- 
ſame Spuit, dividing to every one ſeverally, 
as + will, 

K1owing then, that there are many lyin 
Spirits, and mauy falie Crifts, many falle 
Prophets, and deceitig}l Ceachers,gone forth 
in:oche World;who evcr have,and ever will, 
by cheir fly Infinuations, cadeavour to draw 
away Duſciples aicer them; and ſeduce the 
Servants of Chr:f, ro lcave aad forſake the 
plain Hijgh- way of S4[vati94.co go ints che by= 
paths of Hereſor, and Sciſm:;, and ſo undiſ- 
cernibly ma »age their Cra'ty Devices, that 
the very eleR, choiſc.and eminent Chriſtians, 
will hardly cſcaze from being catangled 
wiih iluch Deceics : Now then, ſeeing char 
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theſe things are, certainly trve, it cannot bur 
be dangerous and unſafe, for the beſt of 
Chriſtiam to venture themſelves into any 
ſuch Congrrgations,as have made a cauſelels 
Separation trom ſuch a Church, whcre the 
the Word of God is true'y caught - Publick 
Prayer in a Form of found Word. ſuitable ro 
every State, and Coadiction of Men , anſ- 
werable ro all thcir wan, both for Soul 
and Body, and all put up to God, in the 
Narae of his only Son Feſus Chriſt : And all 
this Confirm'd, and Eſtabiiſh'd, by the 
Succeſſive Reyal Laws, and Sacrcd Statu'es, 
Atts, and Ordinances, 0' the molt Chriftian 
Kines, Princes, and Parliaments, that ever 
were ſince the Reformation, as the Church of 
England is in Statu quo, 

Our Bleſſed Savrour, hath affared us; by 
the words of his Sacred Lins, That many 
will come in his Name, and d:cerve ( not a tew 
but ) many 

An4 the Apoſtle St. Fo' n; faith, That there 
47 many Antickrilts, and exhorrs them nor 
ro bclieve every Spirit, becauſe many tale 
Prophets were cone forth inro the Werld, 

Secing then, that the number of De- 
ceivers - are many, and the Deceived a 
Thonſand rimes more ; I hold it the greateſt 
Wiſdom that can be in a C4r:ſ1an, to take 
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heed how he adventares intoevery Congre? 
gation of Peovle, leaſt he become one of 
thoſe many, that ( hriſt hath foretold, wil 
certainly be deceived, for want of this tpe- 
cial Gift ot the Holy-Gl oft, rodilcern Spirits; 

{ Reaſon 2.) A (econd Realon is, becauſe 
ſuch Mens Principles, will leave a black 
Brand of deteſtable hatred, upon their very 
Names amongſt the Generations of the Peo- 
ple of God, thar ſhall Survive them. 

| or tho" rhey may proſper for a time, and 
take th: ir (winge for a time, and run their 
Wildgooſe cha'c ſor a time, and tho' they 
take liberty to kindle thele Fires, and com+- 
paſ, themlelves about with ſuch Sparks ; and 
tho' they walk inthe Lighe of theſe Fires, 
and Sparks ot thcir own kindling, yet this 
ſhall they have at the hand of the Lak they 
ſhall lie down in Sorrow, and leave a Curſe 
ppon their Names, amongſt the Surviving 
Gen rations. 

And thiswas verified on theſe very Men in 
myTex:,for when theGenzoletes of the Survi- 
ving Tribes, were Numbred and Recorded, 
there licth a Blot of Diſgrace uyon their 
Names, ſo that in plain Terms, their Names 
ſtunck after they were dead. 

The Record is to be ſeen in Chap. 26, of 
the Book of Numbers, wer, 7, $8, 9. the 
Words of the Record are theſe. Theſe 
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Theſe are the Families of the Reubens 
ites, and they that were Numbred of thems were 
Forty and three Thouſand, and [even Hundred 
and Thirty. 

And the Sons of Pally, Eliab, 

And the Sen: of Eliab, Nemucl, awd Da- 
than, and Abiram, This is that 1;athan, and 
Abiram, which were Famous in the Congrega: 
tion, who jirove againſt Moles, and againſt 
Aaron, in that Company of Corah, when they 
ftrove againſt the Lord, 

And the Earth opened her Mouth, and ſwal- 
lowed them up, together with Corah, when that 
Company Died, what time the Fire Devoured 
two Hundred and Fifi; Men ; and they became 
4 S47Mh, 

Nor did their Names ſtink only upon Re- 
cord, but in the Memorics and Fhouzhts of 
the Survivcing honeſt t4earted Iſraelites ;, as 
appcarech by the Words of tic Plea of the 
Daughters of Z:loph:had m.dc in open Court 
{or Inkeritance of their Fathers ;, which Plea 
was allo Recorded, aud continucth to this 
Day. Num. 27. Ver. I, 2. 

Ver. 1. Then came the Dangters of Lelaphe- 
ad, 14: Son of Hepher, the Son of Gilcad, the 
Sor of Machir, the Son of Manaſles, the Son of 
foicphs. 4nd theſe ave the Names of bis Dangh- 
ters, Maiilah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Mil- 

h, 22d Tirzah. Ard 
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And they flodd before Moſes, and Eliazar 
the Prieſt, ( tor Aaron was then Dead ) and 
before the Princes, aud all the Congregation, by 
the Door 0, the Tabernacle of the Congregation 
ſaying, 

ov Father Died in the Wilderneſs, 4rd he 
was not in the Com! any of them that gathered them- 
ſelves tognther againſt the Lord, in the Company 
of Corah ; hut died in his own Sin, and had no 
Sons, 

4, Why then ſhould the Name of our Father 
be done away from amongſt his Family, becauſe 
he bath no San , give wnto #5 therefore a Poſſeſ 
fron among ſt the Brethren of our Fathers, 

5. And Moſes brought their Cauſe before the 
Lord, and the Lord (pake wnto Moſes, ſaying, 

6. The Daughters of Zelophchad, ſpeak 
right, thou ſhalt ſurely give them a Poſse//1on of 
an Inher tance amone ft their Fathers Brethres ;, 
and thou ſha't cauſe the Inheritance of their Fa- 
ther to paſs unto them.By theContents of which 
Record, it is evident, that the Remembrance 
of thele Mens Doings, was Odious to Po» 
ſterity 4 more Inſtances we have, as in $:- 
meon, and Levi, Simon Magus, Thudas, Fu- 
das of Gallilee, Nicolitans, &c, 

Reaſon 73. Is becauſe the Breath of ſuch 
Mens Do&rine, is infeQious to a ſound Judg- 


ment ; the Sons of Men are as really (abject 
to 
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ce Spiritual Infeftion, as. the Body js ts 
that which is Carnal, the Body is not more 
liable co che Infection of the Plague of Peldi- 
'Jeace, than the Judgments of the Sons and 
Daughters of Men, are to the Plague of 
Spiritual Delyſions. 

And this my Aflertion, I ground uvon 
Reaſon, drawn from the Teftimonies of Sa- 
cred Writ , beſides Wotul and Daily Ex- 
perience, 

There are three Diſcaſes amongſt Men, 
notably Infeftions aboye others, (vis ) the 
Leproſi:, the Peflilence, and the Cancer, all 
which three Diſcaſes of the Body, do para- 
lell the three grand Infetious Diſeaſes of 
the Soul, wit, Diſobedience, Hereſie and 
Sci[me, 

The firſt whereof -is Epidemical, and 
hath Infe&ed all Mankind with the Z-propo: 
of Original Sin, The ſecond is more Secret 
and indiiccrnablc, falling upon found Con- 
ſticutions, when they think leaſt on't, even 
whileſt they are Talkiag . and Drinking 
with chcir Friend ; and concerning this Dit- 
eaſe, it i+ obſervable that the Party Infected, 
hath a dcſire ro Infe&t others, tho' never 
ſo near and dear to them the like Cefire 
have all Sciſmaticks, 
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The third Infeftious Diſcaſe, vis. the 
Cancer, bath its Reſidence for the moſt part 
in the Mouth or Tongue, that they who 
drink of che ſame Cup with rhem, are in 
danger 0: Infetion, 

For Confirmation of this Aſertion, I ſhall 
give youa' Precedent and Precepr, trom the 
Sacred Scriptures, 

The Precedent is double, and of Lamen- 
table Memory, becauſe the Sia appeared 
in thePuniſhmene of choſe that Committed it, 

The Precepe is alone, yet worthy of a 
ſerious notice, becaule it was Tranimitted, 
by an Epijile, from an Univerlal Apoſtle, to 
a B:jhop of a particular Charge 2 7m, 16, 
17. 18. 

[The firſt Precedent or Example is Re- 
corded in Numb.'12. where two prime 
Servants of God are found, Tardy in their 
Obedience to him, which ſhewed ir {elf in 
the Malignant Humour of Miriam and 4s- 
rons Murmuring againſt Moſes, who tho' 
their own Brother, yet- under God their 
Supream Governour; nevertheleſs, they 
cduld ſay, Hath the Lord indeed only ſpoken by 
Moſcs 5 hath he not ſpoken a'ſs by u; ? 

Here was Envy and Emulation at the 
Government, intruſted by God, in the 
lands of Moſes, Difobcdience would un- 
doubredly 
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doubredly have followed , rhe L-proſ6- of O- 
riginal Sin, dd cleave io faſt co tir 
Loyns, that altho' they were Sarar« vpon 
Barch, yet they were n © quice free fron 
ſtunbling ayon the Threihouli o Oriygi 14l 
Corruption ; true Children 0: Diſobed. ar 
Parents; Adam and Eve, or firlt Pirents 
would tet up for theniclves and be as 
. Gods. Miriam and Avon will Rile and 
Govern as well as Myſes: Hath the Lord 
indeed ({ay they | [poten onely by Moſes © Heath 
he not [poken alſo þ #5? No wider M-ſes 
was no angry with his Brocier and $.iter, 
for aſpiring to ſhare with him in a piece 
of Earthly Goverament , when he kw 
that his owa firſt Parents alpired ro an 
Heavenly Throne, by eadeavouriag ro 52 
as Gods. Nay, A4aron in another faful 
AS of his outdid his Progenitors , for they 
preiumed to be but as Gods, to know 
Good and Evil; but Aaron» preſumed to 
make a God, nay, to make many Gods ; 
Ma'e us ods, (aith finfui Iſrael's that may 
go before us, Brin; your Ear rings, faith 
Aaron. and Fle make you (ome. 

Original Sin. like a Sow ball, gathers by 
rolling from place to place, 

Tic ſame Serpent that perſwad:d our firſt 
Parents to conccit themſ:lyes Gods, hath 
pr:yailcd 
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ailed with Aaron, not to conceit him- 
Fir to be one, but take upon him the 
Employment of making a God, and ſ& to 
be greatcr chin God, For as he that makes 
a King, is ſaid ro be greater then a King g 
ſo he that mak«'s a God, may conceit him- 
ſelf greaccr than the God he hath made, 
Q the hurrible Contagion, atd InteRion 
of Original Sin, which like a foul Leproſie, 
hath ſpread ir ſeif into the whole Maſle of 
Mankind, 

And as thus the Leproſie of Original Sin, 
had (pread it ſelf into the ſeyeral Faculties 
of M'riams and Aarons Soul, ſo the Lord 
Plag ed Miriam, with a ſoul Leproſie, in (c- 
veral parts of her Body, a Puniſhmenc 
ſuicable ro her Sin, 

If ic ſhould here be aske why Aaron guilty of 
the Game Sin wich his Siſter Miriam, was 
not Plagued with the ſame Puniſhment of 
Leproſie, as ſhe was,/according to the rule 
of Juſtice, the ſame Sin, the ſame Puniſhe 
ment : I anſwer, it is rrue, the Lord mighc 
in Juſtice have ſmitten Aaron with the 
Plague of Lejrofie, as hedid Miriam, but 
he did not, he ſparcd Aaron, and Puni- 
ſhed Miriam, and that foi ſeveral good 
and weightyReaſons, as I humbly —__— 
1. Inhat 
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r. That the Church, and all the World 
may know, that he hath two Hands as 
well as two Eyes, the one to lay on the 
ſtroak of [uſhce, and the other, to ex- 
tend Grace and Mercy , that he is Mercy 
as well as Juſtice 3 and Judgmeat as well 
as Mercy, 

2. That the Sons of Men may know, 
that God is a free Agent, and may do 
with his own what he- pleaſeth , that -he 
can have Mercy upon whom he will have 
Mercy, and Puniſh others torthe Iniquiry 
of their Tranſgreſſions, and leave them to 
the hardneſs of their own Hearts. 

3. The Sin was greater in Miriam, then 
in Aron, Aaron might have a ſceming 
colour for what he ſaid, having formerly 
been Meſes's Speaker for God, ro Pharaoh: 
but for Miriam to aſſume the Privelege of 
a Speaker, was neither proper to her Sex, 
nor evcr an Ofhice in the Church for a 
'Woman* to Execute, I permit not a Wo- 
wan ((aith St. Paul) to Speak in the Church. 

4. Aarons Ofkce mig! excufe him, and 
ſpcak ſomething for him, being by a ſpe- 
cial Decree and Ordinance of God, Anoin- 
ted with Holy Oyl, High Prieſt, to offer 
S1crifice for the Sins of all 1/rael, and no 
L.:prr was to Ofhciate in that calling, nor 
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ſtand at Gods Altar, ſo that the Purity of 
his Office, freed him from -that tout and 
lochſom Puniſhment 'of the Plague of Le- 
proſie ; God's Altar was ror a fit place 
for a Dcformed Perſon to ſtand at, to 
offer Sacrifices, therefore, tor the Glory of 
his j Name, and the Holineſs of his Al- 
tar, he exempted the Sarrificer from the 
Puniſhment of fo loathiom a Diſcaſe, al- 
tho* he went not Scor-trce, for for this, and 
other failings; he was debarrd both of 
the ' fight and enterance. into the Land of 
Canaan ; the Land of, Promile. 

5. It might probable be, that Aaron was 
not Principal, but Acceſlary ro this. Sin, 
for Miriam is firſt \named in the Text, 
Numb. 12. And Miriam, a4 Aaron, ſpake 
againſt Moſes, becauſe of th: Arthiopian We- 
men, whom he had Married. It the had 
not been Principal in the Sin, its very likely, 
ſhe had not been named firſt in the Indite- 
ment: And it is very likety, that the 
Quarrel began berwixt the ewo Siſters In- 
law Ziporah and Mirimw, about what [ 
know not; but be it what it will, Mz- 
riam Nath engaged her Brother Aaron in 
the Quarrel , and both of them knew, thac 
Moſes was fo Juft, 'and fo good a Man, 
that it the matter on Zriporah's part, were 
nor 
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not a Breach of God's Sacred Law, 
he was bound by the Sacred Tye of. Mar- 
riage, to Vindicate her, againſt chem both , 
they reſolve theretoze to bring him in for 
a Party, and make him Faulty for ſuch 
a Choice, and fo begin a Quarrel with 
him, who ic may be knew nothing of 
their Dilconrents. 

Dr. Hall, late B:ſbop' of Norwich, that 
Engliſh Senccs, that Painful, Pious O-elate, 
in his Contemplations, on the Holy Story, 
hath an cxcellent Paſſage upon this Place, 
Lib. 6 Paz. 196. in U@, 

Miriam and Aarow, are in Mutiny @- 
gainſt Moſes, Who is ſo Holy that Sins 
not? \V\ hat Sin is o unnatural, that che 
beſt can ayoid without God's preventing 
Grace, 

Who can but grieve to ſee Aaron at the 
end of ſo many Sins : Ot late I ſaw him 
Carving the Molten image, and Conlecra- 
ting an Altar to a Falſe God, now I ſee 
him ſeconding an uukind Mutiny,againſt his 
Brother ; both find him Acceſlary, neither 
Principal, in the firft Sin of Mankind, the 
Serocnt, who was Principal in it, found 
no Mercy nor Grace : Whercas Adam and 


his Wife who werz hut Acceſarie:, had up- 
1 oft-r of boch,and 
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6. A ſixth RB ſon, + by Aaron eſcaped 
the /unith i:cn infi&e u,00 M114, WAS, 
be.auſe o his ſpeedy Repeurance , for ao 
ſooner did he verceive| the Leproſie upon 
Miriams Face, hc. kiewtrh re was but one 
way to clcape that, or a greater punith- 
mcnt, v:s. a Con cfhono -in, and a (peedy 
Repentance. A:d therefore, having often- 
d:d his brothe» Moſes, he firſt a«keth him 
tqygivenels, laying, Alas, my Lid, ly not 
-q $1n won us, wherein we have ons Fool ſh- 
a1:d whrrem we have Sinned, The uni- 
ver al Ant dote ag.i .it a!l Gols Judgments, 
is Unk-ign d aad lpcedy| Repentance, 

Had Myriam Re. cared atche Word of the 
Lord to Int, as Aaron did, ar the Hand of 
the Lord upon h r . tis very lixly that 
ſhe had e -aped the Leproſic, as well as he; 
for thar God, who isrich|in Mcrcy co one, 
3s rich in Mercy to all that Unteigucaly 
call ui on him tor its as| Azran here did + 
but as for Mirizm, (the neitacr Coifcht her 
Sin, nor ſh:zw'd ary Sorrow for it, bur 
ſtubb raly perfitted in it; For notwich- 
\:nding, God Arraivncd her himC-17, and 
late Def as ud2- in| Myſes's Canic, 
and ask'd her. why the wis wor wfiraid ro 
{prak 22Unlt his Sorvant Moſes . the made 


FT, n.. Ls | 4 ' % ” ”T" , 4 «os | 
n9 & %. % "7 WY 4.1 43 3901 le Plea i0T YICICV,D 


Nnot 


( 34 ) 

ſtood as a ſullen Mute, and fo God recor- 
ded her, and lefr her to Judgment, aad 
departs from her in great Fury. Num. 12 9, 

2+ The ſecond Infectious D: (caſe, 15 the 
Peſlilence, which prevails mightily by In- 
fefion, killing Thouſands in a ſhort time. 
So doth the PI lague of Spiritual Delulions 
Infe&t and Deſtroy many Thoulands of 
Souls in a very few Days. 

And that theſe Mens Principles (in my 
Text) had the ſamc Effet, it was too ap- 
parent. in their Puniſhment, and one may 
read their Sin in their Puniſhment. And 
that there was a Spiritual Plazue fore bro- 
ken, and running upon thele Mcus >Prrits, 
It is evident by the In'u ion, which God 
laid upon the reſt of the People, to de- 
pare from them, and not to come near 
them, nor touch any thing of theirs, leaſt 
their Sin ſhould Infect them, and they 
periſh, with chem in their Sins, 

And fo Infectious, was it roma:rty Thou- 


ſands in 1/racl, that it brake forth upon 


them on the Morro v, 
red Aﬀembly, Murmarcd 
told him, be had Kiil;a the Pecyl: 0, 
ly doih Hzrreſic in the $ 
exce in the Þ iy ' 
Tiom Piſceſ: cleaves t 
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Body, ſo faſt doth Hereſe ſick in the Sou) 
and Heare o:! a Man, Fo ras itis a very dit- 
ficule thing, and almoſt Impoſhble for & 
Phijtties to heal the Plague of Peſtilence in 
the Body, 

So itis a very hard and dithcule thing, 
for the belt Majeſtratc, or the beſt Mini- 
ſer in the World, to reclaim any Man or 
Woman from the Error of chcir way, that 
have for aken the Publick Service of God, 
the High-way of Salvation, and berook 
themſelves to the By-patks of a Peſtilen- 
tial Conventicle one Year. Hence it is 
that the Apoſtle St, Paul, Exhorrs Titus to 
Reict A Man that is an Heretick, after the 
firſt and jecond Aamonition, And {ubjoyns 
this Reaſon, Know'ne that he that is ſuch, is 
{ubwverted and Sinneth, beins Gondemned of 
hmblelf, Titus. - IC, IT; 

Now you ma 4 h "ppily ask what an He 
retick is. I] Antv 

A Heretick, is one that ovſtinately Dez 
fends and Maintaris an Opinion contrary 
ro the Faith, rracice, and Profeſhon of the 
truely Anticnt, Catholick, and Apoſtolick 
Church, 

But ye may happily ſay, why doc!: the 
Apoſtle Exhort Titns ro be iſo quick, and 
brief, tw Acmoniſhing ſ:ch"an one, and 
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upon a ſecagd Co.tempt, imediately to re- 
jet him. 1 Anſver. 

Ar{ſwer. Becaiie they have refuſe | th: 
way of Truth, ad choicn and yr fer'd an 
Erroni- us Op nion be or. ic, and ob{tinare- 
ly rc'ule to re: ur? azay 

This aflcr jon 1 verifhed by the TeH- 
mony of ihe Pro-het Ferem: Chap, 5, wr. 16, 
Thus ſait%s the L 14. Stand ye tnthe w ys and 
ſee, and ask for the old P1h+, whore is the good 
way, and walk therein, a1d ye (Þ il fid Reft for 
your Souls, This was the firſt \dmoni101, 
che Prophgt gave them 2 ter their Revolr, 
unto Which, they obſtinately anſwered, 
We will not wat" therein, The econd word 
of Admonition is in ver.17 Alſo 1 fet Watch- 
men over you, laying, I earken to the ſound of 
the Trumpet. \.mo which, they made this 
ſtnbbora Anſwer, We will nor Hew hen, Up- 
on this their refulal after their {ccond Ad- 
monitio1'to return to the anticnt ways of 
God, the Pronter provecds in the name of 
the Lord, to vive Jud-mente uron them in 
ver. 15. 19. 

1herefore hrar, ye "ations, and Riow, O) 
C,OBTY Paton wha” 15 among oem. Heer. © 
Earih. brho!d I v { brie7 Evil 1% this Peo- 
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they hawe not hear ned unto my Words, nor to 
my La", but rejeftea i, | 

Twice did th.ic Men in my T:x', re- 

turn a ſtubborn An "er to Moſes, that they 
wou'd not retura f0 their former Confor- 
muty, but de perately reſolved ro ſtick 
clole ro their former Remonſtrance , tor 
w hen Moſes lent fur Dat"an, and Abiram, 
the Sons of Ehab, tro come to him, ( doubt+ 
leis ro periwade ai:d adviſe with them, to 
torbear the f 'rther Protecurtion of cheir 
vicked Defi:ns and to contlider the mani- 
foid mi chicts, that wou'd unavoidably 
follow iuch wicked enterprizes, as they 
were now beginning to proſecute » then 
they returned this "reſolute An'wer, We 
will no: come np; and aggravated it with 
this Exvoſtulation, 

Is it a (mall thing thit thou haſt brought us 
up out of a Land th t floweth with Milk and. 
Honey, to kill us in the Wild-wne(s except 
thou make thy (if altovether & Prince over us * 
ver. 1}. and then inwer. 14. They follow 
ther blow, with a Moreover, thow baſt wot 
brought as into 4 Land that flowerh with Milk 
and Honey, or given us Inheritance of Fields, 
and Vineyards : Wilt thou put out the Eyes of 
theſe Men * We will not come up, 

3 Upon 
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Llpoa this ſecond Repulle of theirs to 
Moſes's nn, Ic utterly Rejects 
them, and now will have ao more to do 
with them : but turns His Praycr directly 
againſt them. And in the Ind cignation of 
his Spiric, ſaid unto re Lord, Reſpect not 
thou their Offering 

And what the Effect of luch a Prayer 
was lik: to be, may be calily read in the 
Judgment that follow d for the Earth 
ovened her Mouth, and ſwallowed them 
up, with all thac appcr-ain'd to them, and 
| wiſh withall my Heart, thir thele Mens 
Principles. had ſunck into the Ground with 
them, and never -2qg” a2ain upon the 
—_ of Earth, but Te m1h:. 

A third Infectious Diſcaſe in the Body 
of oy is the Cancer, @ lore fretting Diſ- 
calc, very ſmall in the begining, dangerous 
mn growth and pernitious in the end. 

1 is all Scrſmutical ang falle Doftrine, 

inning fcarccly ciicern'd, but by 

£ Eats {0 oor *0 tic So we that it 

both Faith and Pract 

ve £ilis conitinm'd by | the A! "0 

miſtic of his Kh ene Chet 
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Cankey ; of whom i; Hymeneus, a»d Philetus. 
Who concerning the trath have erred, ſaying, 
7, at the ReſurretFion is paſt already; pM. over- 
throw the Faith of ſome. 

O Lord, for thy Mercy ſake, fave and 
deliver chy Church and People, in abc. 
Kiavdoms of Enzland, and Ireland; and the 
Rclizion Eſtabliſhed by Law herein, from 
the fly infinuatin! o, creeping, Soul-inlecti- 
0'!S, Sifealc $ of Sediton, Privy Conſpiracy, 
and Rebellio'r, falſe Dottrine, Hereſte and Sciſme;, 
and work in us uct a Reformation in all 
our Lives, that our Coaverſations- before 
God and Man, may be ſuch, as may beau- 
tifie, and adorn our moſt Holy Faith, and 
demonſtrace to the World, that we arc 
living akon of Chriſt's Body. 

[ have now finiſhed my third Rational 
Prock, of the canger, hazard, and Jea- 
pardy, which unſtable Souls tacur, by glad- 
dinz {rom their Mothers Houle, tocnquire 
aſtcr ſtcanve Noveltie;, and to exchange a 

od old Way, for a deceitfull By-path ; 

and I have inliſted the longer upon ir, our 
of Daty to my Mother ( the Church of Ene- 
land) and the Teſti mony of a good Con- 
ſcience rowards my Brethren; whoſe Feer 
yet ſtand faſt in che High-way of Salva- 
tion, to keep them ſteady /, and (alt there- 
D 4 in 
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in: and out of Love, a d Piry ro my Bre 
thren, and Friends that have made an ya- 
kid Separation frm is i piſhe co re- 
coyer them back again, that they may be 
as formerly, they have b-ea Or 11m.ns of 
Graces, to our Aſl:mblic* y aad ter them 
think of me what they vill, I (til! retain 
an un'cigned Love, and R-(pc&t for their 
Immorti! ani Pretious S-uls. 

Reaſon &. \ Such Mens Principles, do 
lead Souls into a ſtare of Rebellion. - nor 
only 2aoaint Man, but even againſt God 
him ef . a d- under pretcnce of taking fafter 
holl o + eligion, and gettin? nearer unto 
God, do throw themliclves into the Pir of 
Error, and thike hands with their Allegi- 
a'ce to their Liv full Governors, as theſe 
pretender Saincs did, for which, the Lord 


nimſcl giv's them the Tre, and Eprihite of 
” ebell., 7 Chap. 10 Ter, And the Lord 
{ 14 unto M1 es, Bring Aarons Rod avail be- 
fore t e T«{timony, to be ket for a token a- 
rei if the Reb:lls. 

Theſe were o1ce a Peoopic conformable 
'1or'e Word and Wiil of Goa, walking 
1 11! the Lave and !Yrdinances of the Lord, 

h 4 God cailed chem his Poovle, and 
"n'd chem for his Church, Teſtifed by 


k 


25, E.Od. '2. 
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7, 8, 9. And the Lord ſaid, I have ſurely 
ſeen the Affiitionwt my People which are 1n 
Egypt, and have heard their (cr , by reaſon of 
their Task maſters , for I know their Sorrows. 

And | am come down to d.lrver them out 
of the Hands of the Egy tians. Now there- 
fore behold, the cry of tbe Chilaren of lirael 
is come unto me: ad 1 have (een the Opr [- 
fron werewith the Egyptians Oppreſs them. 

Come now therefore, and | will ſend thee 
ante VÞh r10h, that thou mayeft bring f-rih my 
Peop e, the Children if lirael aut o Egypt. 

H «© ye ice, hc owns them for his Peo- 
pl.. 4..d calls chem Chylcren of Iſrael, the 
Sc.& of Jaceb his cholcn, 

And aft. rwards commcnds them, for ac- 
knowledging his Rule and Gov rament 
over them, by the Hard! and Word of 
Muſ-s, wh:n they {;, ake thus to him at the 
Foot of Mount S1nar. Goye rear, lay they) 
and bear all that the Lord our Cod ſhall [ay, 
and ſpeat thow wnto «s all. that the Lord our 
Ged, [hull Speake uno thee; and we will ..car it, 
and do 1t. 

And the L r4 htard the Vot e of your words, 
( faith Moſ-s jwhen & [pate unto me, and the 
Lord ſaid unto me, I have heard the Voice of 
the Words of the People, whith they have ſpo- 
ken :nto thee, they have well ſpoken, Deur. 
F. 27, 29. Thrice 
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Thrice belides this time, had they made 
the like Proteſtation in Exo. 15. 2. 

They departed from Rephidim, and were 
come to the Deſart of Sinai, and encamp d be- 
fore the Mount. 

And Moles went up unto God,and the Lord 
called 110 him ONT of the Mountain, Jaying, 
Thus ſhalt thow ſay unto the Houſe of jacob, 
ad tell the Chilaren of Iſrael, Te have ſeen 

I did unto th: Egyptians, and how I pare 

you on Eagles Wings, and brought you unio my 
(elf. 
Now therefore. rf ye will Obe y my Voice indeed, 
and keep my Covenant, then ye ſhall bea pecu- 
lier treafare unto me abou? all People ;, for all 
the Earth 1; wine. ; 

And ye ſhall be unto me a Kinedom of Pricſts 

and an bcl;.. Nation. Theſe are the words 
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Moſes came and told the People all the 
words of the Lord, and all the Judements ;, 
and all the People anſwered with one Voice, 
and ſaid, All t Words which the Lord hath 
(aid, will we do. 

And again at ver. 7; Moſes took the Book 
of the Covenant, and Read ip the Audience of th: 
Peeple, and they ſaid, Al that the Lord hath 
ſaid, will we do, and be Obedient. 

Now who would ever have thought, 
that theſe Men, after ſuch Solemn Vows, 
Promiſes, and Protc{tations, made in the 
hearing of God. Angels and Men, would fo 
ſoon after, as they did urterly renounce- and 
deny them, and wipe their Mouths with a 
clcan Handkerchicf of pretended Holyneſs, 
as if they had never promiſcd any ſuch 
thing at all. 

To day they promiſe to obey him iwall 
thiggs, and in a ſhort time after, in an aflaulr- 
ing manner, tell him ro his Face, That he 
took too much upon him, to lift up himſelf above 
them, to excerciſe Authyrity in Commanding 
them, or ſhewing them their ns and this ſo 
unexpectecly to Moſes, that With aſtoniſh- 
ment and wonder. he ſell upon his Face, and 
admires that ſuch formerly ſo good —_ ects, 
ſhould now turn Rebells: For he only is 2 

Rebel, 
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Rebel which «as a goud S1bjet, and afcr- 
wards Revoirs from his oved ic nce, 

O that I cald tay, char hat tubtil inft1u- 
ating Beaſt, that old erpe :t, which is cal- 
led the D:vil a d Satan, had not in our 
Daies pur into praftice, and aR-d upon the 
S:2ge © the World, the like, nay worſe 
thinzs by many Dcgrecs, if worſe may be 
againſt a Faithful, Fious, Prudeat Prince to 
his Sub ets, as ever Moſes was to the Peo- 
ple und. r him, all Cir. unſtances co- fidered, 
I mcan King Charles I. of Blefſed Memory, 

For who would have believed * Or who 
would have thought that thoſe Engliſh Pa- 
trio's, Seir-named the Long Parliament ? Le- 
eally Eleted, tofir there for the Service 
of God, their King. and Country : after 
they had ar the beginning of their Seſſion ra- 
ken the Ouths of Allegiance and Supremarie ; 
and within a while a ter form'd, and tovk x 
So\emn Proteſtation, explainiag the ſence 
and meaning of them both, and in ſuch a 
form of dreadfull Words, which I would 
not here incert, d.a Inot (car from manySym- 
proms ap arent, that thor” awe yer ſome Mzn 
alive, fi-k of the ſamo Drex'c, anlare ſtill 
fitting to hatch the Cockatrice E292, (he Frait 

where 
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(ol hereof may / if God in M- TY prevent it 
not" pfove a fiery fly ing Seryenc, 


The Proteſta- inn generally ord-red to he ta- 
ken, Die Mercy. 5 May, 1641. 


A. B Do inthe Preſence of Almighty Cod, 
Promiſe, Vow, and Proteſt to manntain, and 
def. nd, as far as Lawſully I may, with my Life, 
Power, and Eſtate, the true Reſormed Proteſtant 
Religion, expri(ſ 4 in the Dodd, ne of the Church 
of Engl-nd, aga! ſt all Popery, and Pop:jh 
[unev ations, withia tþes Realm, co- trary t0the 
lame ; and accord ng tothe Duty of my Allegiance 
to His Ma) eſt es R al Perſon, Honor. and Eſtates, 
as alſo tie Power, and Privileges of Parliament, 
the Lawful Rights and Liberties of the Sub) eek , 
wid & ery Perſos, that makes this Proteſtation 
in whatfoevir, be ſhall ao in the Lawfull pur ſu- 
ance of the ſame,” Ard to my Power as far as 
Lawfally 1 may, | will " poſe , and by all good 
ways ard mean:, endeavour tobring to | onatone 
Pu :iſbment all /ach FE WY ether by Force, 
Prattice, Councils, Plots, Coil! racies, or other - 
wiſe, do a+ry 1h xo tothe Cafitrary of any thing tn 
this pn om Protellaticontoftained. Ard ſu" ther 
that 1 fo il tin ail Tull ar.d H-xor able W475, 
Ende ivory to pref: ve the Union and Pore be- 
ti een the King os of Englat d. Scotland,.zd 
/ 
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* Reſpett, ſhall Relinquiſh this Promiſe, Vow, 
and Proteſtation. 

Now what could "be more (aid ro Teſtific 
and ceclare Loyalty, and Allegiance then 
thefe Mea did, in this their Proteſtation, and 
who cver performed leſs? For in a ſhort 
time after, thcy violated every Branch of it, 
and like mad Mea tore it all co pieces, fo 
that inthem was fulfilled the wordoftheL Id, 
by the Prop zher Ho) ea, The Spirit Ka Man is 
wal, Nay, like woric than Bedlams, who 
violate themſelves no farther then their Gar- 
ments, and the Hair of their Heads , but 
thcle Men [tript not the _ on iy (which 


are all the Kings Subjccts, the whole Com- 
mon- wealth, of their mts ci ts of [uſtice, 
Equity, and Ri oht, Law, * $4 Property, 


Reaſon, and Religion, bue the Hc ad of all 
irs Hair, that is, the Kin 9 of his Militia z and 
proceeded yer furcher in their Madacſs. 25to 
rear their own Head, the Head of thi cir Own 
King" from thcir own Body, the Body of 
the Common- wealth, 

Al witch the Engine of Reb:ilion Com- 
plcatcd, for fo that Bictted Martyr Stiles ir. 
and comrarcs the cre'ping Infinuatioas of 


ir, t9 an Inſtr'mcene with Screws, which 
my WC P and _ r py. \ On ! , ATnceition 
— d Rn R J o at. Mo _ 3p 
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(2) to diſlike them. (;) thentodiſobey them 
(4) then to reſiſt them. (5) after that to aſ- 
ſaule chem. (7) and ar Jaſt ro embrew their 
Hands in the_ Sacred Blood of their Prince. 

Not much, unlike to this Compariſon of 
Rebellion to an Engine with Screws, doth 
the Prophct; Samuel compare Rebellion ro 
W hirchcraft > Now W hirchcrafr, is a deccir- 
full Cheat, | and hath theſe ſeven Devils 
Heads growing upon its Shoulders, 

1, To be that in appearance, which in 
Subſtance iris nor, 

2. To promiſe what it never performeth, 

2, Tocnyy thchappy Eſtate of others. 

4. To blcis and Curie with one Breath. 

5. To pretend that what it Acts, is done 
by :he Power of God, and good Prayers. 

6, To plca(c it (elf in doing Milc thick, 

7. Tobc hardned with Impenicency. 

Now wha: (marc proficients, theſe Men in 
my Text, were in this Crrizd AR, their 
Lite and Death plainly (hew'd, 

They were Saints in thor Words, but 

12 their Actions wicked M . 
-y promiſe that Obedience, which 
th y NEVCT ) f>:mcd. 
, iv + | appinecls { 1 Moles 2rd 
Aaron,!P{.l. 106. 16. They exwyed Moſes 
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4. Thev call Moſ 4, their Lord to day, 
and cry him d »wn | 'r Jn I? wrp.r comorr ww, 
Deliver cher Sacr fic s mito Aer ns Hinds 
rod.y, and vret ihe Ofh eof a Sacr fieer, 
Ou” of "11s 'ands n hem rrow, H nh.c Vis- 
ſes charged h m wuh this pr. (umpcion, ver, 
10. 1 . Ad eek y; the Prieiihood a'ſound for 
wh 6h Caxle, both 1how 4:4d all thy Com,4 y arc 
C4 hered azainft the Lord. | | 
LY hat the y cretend d the Power of God 
amongſt them , it hath becu already proved 
out ©: their own Mouths, ver. 2 
6. That thcy did delight in Miſ-hief, 
their gathering the People rogerher againſt 
the Rulers, which God had placed ©, cr 
Them, was a clear Evidence. 
. And that they dycd,under the Charms 
0:  Spirirua] W hitchcraft Impenicent Rebels, 
c juſt [udgmcnt of God did plainly th-w, 
——_ 5. Sach Mens Principles it heark- 
and followed, will Icad un$ablec 
«+ 11112 a Startc of Reprrovation, 
3. 1deed, here 15 littic orno 2.ﬀ 
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the Truth, and in fome meaſure profeſt it, 
and at laſt withdraws his Aﬀection from it, 
and gives him{clf up to follow the Difates 
of hi. own i nſtable Fearr. 

Here comes in R probation in its righs 
place. for he is not a Keprcbate, that dieth in 
the State ©! na-ural blindneſs, and igno- 
rance of Cod and his Ways: but he that 
hath known both, ard revolts from them, 
this Mai is a right Reprobate 

Five times in the Sacred Scriptures, is the 
word Reprobate mentioned, and in every one 
of them the word bears the fame Sence. 

The ProphetFeremiah,is the firſt that men- 
tions it, Chap. 6. 30. ( he was a Prophet 
Ord:iued of God beiore he was born, to be 
a Teacher to the Nations, and Sandtified 
from his Mothers Womb: to ſhew them 
the true and right way to etcrnal Happineſs, 
and therefore perfely knew what Epithire, 
to give to every one of them, in their ſeye- 
ral [Degrees and Stations z and he }ath given 
the uiſtable and Revolting 1ſraehtes, the 
Epithite of Reprobate, Chap. 6. 40, 

Reprebate Silver. ſhall Men call them, bes 
eauſe the Lord hath re cAtd them, 

The Latin Trarflationrenders it thus, 

Argtntux reprobum ocantar illi, quia Re- 


probat Fehova illos, 
E $0 , 
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So that by the Latin Tranſlation, and our 
Engliſh Tranſlation compared, the Words 
obate and Rejef# have one Signification. 
And why did the Lord Reje&t and call 
them Reprobates ? Why verily the Prophet 
himſelf, faath ſhew'd ir unto us in ſuch large 
CharaRers, that he that runs may read it, 
except he willfully ſhuts his Eyes, and re- 
ſolves not to ſec it ; it is ſet down in ver. 16, 
7, 18, 19. 

Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways and 
ſee, and ask for the old Paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for 
your Souls , but they ſaid, We will not walk 
therein, 

Alſo I ſet Watchmen over you, ſaying, Hear- 
ken to the ſound of the Trumpet , but they ſaid, 
We will not hearken. 

Therefore hear, ye Nations, and know O Con- 
erecation, what is among them. 

H ar, O Earth, behold, 1 will brine Evil 
upon this Peoplegoven the Fruit of their thoug ht 5, 
becauſe they have not bearkned unto my Word, 
nor to my Law, but Rejefted it, 

From hence it is cvident, that by their 
fieſt Revolring from their antiene Parhs, and 
o004 old Ways, which God had bounded 
out for chem, by the Miniſtry of his Word, 
and Authority of thoſe Watchmen, or Over- 
leers, 
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ſeers, whom he had ſer- over them, and 
their Contumatious Refuſal tro return ro 
them again, they Op non themſelves, 
and ſo God Rejcaed them, and calls them - 
grievious Revolters, walking with Slan- 
derers, out-taccing with brazen Impudency, 
the Commands of their Governors, ver.28, 
( and at laſt Proclaims them by the Mouth 
of the Prophet) Reprobate Silver ſhall Men call 
them, becauſe the Lord hath rejefted them, 

2. The ſecond, that mcntions it, is the 
Apoſtle St. Paul, Romans 1, 28. God gave 
them over to a Reprobate Mind, the Reaſon for 
it, he gives in the former part of che wer. in 
theſe words, And even as they did not like 10 re- 
tain God in their K nowledge, So God gave them 
over to a Reprobate mind. 

The 'next place is likewiſe a Teſtimony 
of the ſame Author 2. Cor. 13. 5 

E xamin your ſelves,whether ye be in the Faiths 
prov: your own ſelves: know ye not your own 
ſelves, how hat jeſus Chrilt /5 3» you, except ye 
be Reprobates * - 

Now that many of this Church, to w hom 
he thus writes, were Revoliing from the 
Truth, (which they had formerly embraced) 
and Sciſmarically going off from' the Body 
of the Church : of which by an outward Pro- 
ſeſhon, they had {or a long time been Mem- 
BE 2 bers 
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bers, its evident from ſeveral paflages in 
both his Epiſtles ro them, 

1. He calls them the Church of God-ar 
Corimth. 1 Gor. 1. 2. 

2. Thanks Gol for them, that they were en- 
riched with all Otterance and Knowledge , and 
that they came behind in no Gift, 1. 1. 4, 7+ 

3. Perſuades them to unity of Judgment, 
and avoiding of Diviſions, yea, belceches 
themin theſe Words, 1, Cor. 1. 10, 1 Be- 
leech you, Brethren, by the Name - of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, (that i is, in the Name of our 
Anointed Saviour) that ye al' ſpeak the ſame 
thing, and that there be no Diviſions among you ; 
bur that ye be perfe@ly joyned together in the ſame 
mind, and in the [ame Fudrment. 

4+ Cuecks tacm, tor entertaining ſevera] 
Errors, as the catins of Mcat offered to Idols. 
CONaryY TO the Apoſtolical Deeyee at Fernſa- 
_ which he brouzht from thence in his 

vn Perſon, and delivered to them with his 

own Hands, Chad. $. 
Reproves them, for Praying in the 
C'rurch v vith heir | lead _ d, Chp.1 

6, For Prophanin2 the LordsSupper, by 
their undecent carriage at the Commun 
thcreof., Cop, 11. 

7. Sharply Rebukes them,for denying 
the {eſurrectivn of the Dead, .Chep. 

All 
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All which Errors, being dire4ly contrary 
to their former Faich, and Profefſion of the 
Goſpel, which they received and embraced 
at his firſt -rcaching of the Goſpel rothem ; 
h- c-r. cftly cxhorts chem to a ſerious Exami- 
nacion of their preſent and former State, 
aud :0r0 make a mou return to their firſt 
love of the Tr ith, from which, they were 
now falliag into aScare of Reprobatrion, 

The fourth place where the word Repro- 
bate is mentioned, is in Pauls (econd Epiſtle 
to Timethy, 3. 8. 13, 14, 

Az Jannes and Jambres withſtood Moſes, 
ſo do theſe alſo refoft the Truth : Men of corrupt 
minds, _ concerning the Faith, 

But evil hen, and Saducers ſhall wix worſe 
and wore, decervine, and being accerved. 

But Conttiiine thou in the things which ! thou ha 
learned, and has been aſſured of, knowing of whons 
then haſt learned them. 

Theſe Mcn, whom he here calls Reprobates, 

mnſt needs have Relation to them, whom he 
names in the firſt Chap. of his ewo Epiſtles to 
Timothy, the firſt Biſbop of the Church of 
E/ _ 

In the 1 &@m. 1. 20, He names Hyme- 
menus and Alexander, whom, he there ſaith, he 
had delivered up to Satan, for making 4 Ship 
wrack of Faith, and a good Conſeien t, ver. 19. 
E 3 Now 
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Now I am apt to think that this Hymenens, 
whom he mentions herc, is the ſame whom 
he mentions in his ſeco1d Epiſtle. Chap, 2. 
wer. 17. And thtir word will eat as dith a Can- | 
ker :of whom arc Hymencus an4Phite: us, 

Who concerning the Truth have erred, ſaying , 
That the RrſurreG ion 1s paſt alrt ady, and over- 
throw the Faith of ſome : That is, throw them 
inco aState of Reprobation. 

Two others he names, in 2 Tim. 1. 15- 
This thou tnoweſf, that all they which are in Aſia 
are turned away from me . + that is are turned 
Reprobares, and have forſaken thcir firſt love 
tothe Truth ) of whom are Phygellus and Her+ 
mogenes. 

Hold faſt the form of ſou'd Words, which thoy 
haſt heard of me, wer. 13, And I am apt to 
believe that the former mentioned Alexander, 
is the ſame he bids Timothy beware of, 2 
Tim. 4. 14,15. Alexander the Copper-(mith 
aid me much evil, the Lord Reward him accor- 
ding to bis Works, 

f whom be thou aware alſo, for he | ath greatly 
withſtood our Words, 

There can be no greater Enemies to the 
Truth, then choſe that once profeſt it, and 
atlaſt revolt from ir. 

I am ſurther apt to think, that this Alex- 
ender, is the ſame that took Pays part "in the 

uproarc 
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uproare at Epheſus ) againſt the Prieſts of 
Diana's Temple, As 19. 33. Andtihey drew 
Alexander out of the Multitude, the Jews put« 
ting him forward. And Alexander beckoned 
with his hand, and would bave mad: his defence 
anto the People. 

But when they knew that he was « Jew, all 
with one Voicr, about the ſpace of two Hours, cryed 
out, Great is Diana of the Epheſians. 

Bur whither it where the ſame,or ſome 0- 
ther of thatname, he made himſelf a Repro- 
bate to his Faith, and Profeſſion of the Gol- 
pel. 

And thus much briefly to the fatth Reaſon, 
to prove it dangerous and unſafe for Chri- 
ftians to Congregate themſelves with any 
ſuch People, tho' never (o full of Knowledge 
and ſeeming Holynels, that do deny Con- 
formity to tuch Laws, and Ordinances, which 
God hath given to them, by the Hands of 
faichful Governours, 

2, lam come now to the ſecond thing 
conſidered in the Explication, and therein to 
ſhew you what ſome of the Prepoſterous 
and unlucky Diſpoſitions of theſe Mcns Spi- 
rits were, under (uch ſpetious Pretences, 
and firſt, | 

It did manifeſtly appeas, that they wereof 
a proud $pirit,Pride had overcome their Wits, 
E 4 ( as 
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( as we uſually ſay of an haughty Perſon) 
they were proud of their ex raordinary Giits 
and parts ,by which they had gotten a Name 
amongſt the di'contented 1ſrael:trs, aid a ſe- 
dit p $s party amoneſt them, I mean among 
that party of them, that were (o, for many of 
them Rood faſt ro God, and his Servant Mo- 
ſes, iv 0bſcrving the R i1os of har Relizion, 
which contained a preticript Form of Zaws 
and Ord nances, cemented, with harinleſs 
and inoftcaſive Ceremonies, as ye have al- 
ready heard, aud which they, themſelves 
once promiſed to obſerve and keep, 

Bur now thcir ſpiritual Pride was ſuch, 
and their Minds ſo eſtranged from char cheir 
Promiſe and Profeſſion, that thev dare tell 
him to his Face, That he took too much upon 
him, to lif: wp himſelf above them. 

This one <ly of ſpiritual Pride, had utrer- 

ly mar'd tiicir who'c Box of S1rcd Oint- 
ment, ( manifeſt in their former Sub: niſton 
and Obedience ) and engaged the Lord to op- 
yolc them. 
Had nor ſpiriczal Pride been the Root of 
their Sin.cho- Lord hadn »; (er nimſelf againſt 
them, for the humble and poor in Syiric, are 
lus joy and Dcliche : bur the proud and 
namzhry in Spirit, are the Qbjcts of his 
llarrcd and contempt, 
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The Princely Pſalmift affirms it, Pſad. 
138. 6. Though the Lord be high, yet hath he 
reſpet# unto the lowly . but the prond he knoweth 
afar iff. And another Scripture ſaith, God 
reſiſteth the prend, but giveth Grace to the Hum= 
ble, James 4. 6. 

But the Apoſtle St. Peter, is much larger 
in this point, 1 Pet. 5. 5. Likewiſe ye Toun- 
ger, ſubmit your ſelves unto the Elder , yea, all of 
you be ſubjet# one to anorher, and be Clothed with 
Humility . for God refiſteth the proud, and grueth 
Grace to the humblz. 

Both of theſe Apoſtles have their Quo- 
tation from Solomon, who in the Original 
is larger then both, Proverbs 3. 33. 34+ 35» 

The Curſe of the Lord, is inthe Houſe of the 
Wicked : But he bleſſeth the Habitation of the 
Tuſt. 

Swrely he [corneth the Scorners ,, but he giveth 
Grace wnto the lowly, 

The Wiſe ſhall inherite Glory, but ſhame ſhall 
be the*promotion of Fools. 

Spiritual Pride, tho' it be an Horrible Sin, 
yct itis very hard to be diſcerned, 

The Apoſtle St, Paul, was very near fal- 
ling into this Sin, and very likly he was for 
it, as he Teſtifies himſelf, 2 Cor. 12. 7. 
Leaſt I ſhonld be exalted above meaſure 
through the abundance of Revelations, there 
Was 
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was given tome 4 Thorn in the Fleſh, the Meſ- 
ſenger of Satan to buſſer me, The pricking 
Briers, of Hunger, Cold, Nakedneſs ,Reproaches, 
Neceſſities, Diſtreſſes for Chriſt, ver. 9, 10, 

O my Friends, with Grief I ſpcak it, ic 
was ſpiritual Pride, that laid the Corner- 
Stone of Encland's late and Lamentable Mi- 
ſeries, Atced by a Company of Pretcnded 
Saines, who gever left exalting themſelves 
till they had trod upon the Crown, and Dig- 
nity of the Lords Anointed, ( and at that 


time, with him, the true Proteſtane Religion, 
and all che Devour and Sincere Profeſlors 
thereof) and at laſt Murdered him, at the 
Gates of his own Palace, and trampled his 


Sacred Blood under their baſc and dirty Feet, 

All this the Pride of their Spirit carried 
them forth, to EnaQt againſt, as ſweetly 
qualified, and as bravely an accompliſhed 
Prince, as ever breathed upon the face of the 
of the Earth,(ſill I ay)FeſssChrift excepted, 

Nor is it to be doubted, but theſe ſpiritual 
proud Men in my Text, had nat God, by a 
ſudden overthrow preventcd them, would 
haye (crved Moſes, and Aaron with the ſame 
Sauce, having alrcady drawa up a Charge 
againſt them, as implacable Enemies, to the 
Liberty they aimed at, and Murdering ſo 
many of the Pcople of the Lord, (as = 

calle 
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call'd themſelves) alcho* they were Eye 
Witneſles, that it was the immediate Hand 
of God, that ſtruck ſome of them Dead with 
Fire , and that the Earth of her own accord, 
opened her Mouch,and ſwallowed up the reſt. 

O Lord, for thy Mercies ſake, fave us for 
the time to come, from ſuch evil proudSpirits, 
Aad I beſeechyou. my Brethren,and Friends, 
hear and receive King Solomon's advice,Prov. 
25- 21. My Son, fear thou the Lord, and the 
K WA and meddle not with thems, that are grven 
10 change, for their Calamity (hall riſe ſuddenly, 

For every one that is proud in Heart, is 
an abomination to the Lord , tho' hand joyn 
in hand, he ſhall not go unpuniſhed, 

The Lord will deſtroy the Houſe of the proud. 
Prov 1+. 

And elſewhere he ſaith, A Mans pride ſhall 
bring him low . but honour ſhall uphold the hum- 
ble in Spirit, Prov. 29, 23. 

There is a Day of Account coming, and ic 
draws very near, it is called, The Day of the Lord 
of Hoſts, And the Prophet 1/a. ſaith, That 
the Da of the Lord of Hoſts ſhall be upon every 
one that is proud and lofty, and they ſhall be 
broweht low. 

And again in Chap. 28. 1, he cricth our 
againſt this $in,in denouncing a Woe againſt 
it, ſaying, 

We 
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Wo to the Crown of Pride, the Crown of 
Pride ſhall be troden under Foot. We cannot 
read of proud Perſons in the Scripture, bur 
we ny 1] read of their downfall, 

They were ofa (clt-conceited Spirit, 
opchancle none better, nor Holyer then 
themlielves, for it they would have given 
the preference to any, they would (urely 
have givenirto Moſes, whom the Son of God 
thought worthy to keep him Company four- 
ty Days, and ;ourty Nights at once time, 
And aftrrwards on the Mount, at his Trans- 
figuration, Aat. 17. 

And this, they knew fullwell,;as the $4- 
cred Record aſſures us,in Exs. 24. I. 2. 3+ 

And he ſaid unto Moles,come up unts the Lord, 
thoy and Aaron, Nadab ard Abihu, and ſrven- 
&5 of the Elders of lirac! , and Worſhip ye afar off. 

And Molcs alone ſhall com: near the Lord + but 
they ſball not come nigh, meither ſhall the People 20 
#þ with him, 

And Moſes came and told the People all the 
W.rds of the Lord, and al! the Fuagments , and 
all the People anſwered with ont Voice, and ſaid, 
All the Words which the Lord Lath ſaid, will 
we do" 

lc doth not appear that at this time, 
there was one Diſſenter, or Nonconformiſt a- 
mon2lt thema, 

And 
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And yet within 2 little time after, afew ſe- 
ditios 1ſraelites, whereof Corah was chiel y 
had ſo ſeduced the Church of God in 7ſraet, 
that it God had not appeared himſelf, with a 
mighty Hand, and ſtretched-out Arm of 
Heavenly Power, they would not only have 
denyed Moſes the Supremacy over them, bur 
have brought his/Netk 10 the Block, or 0- 
therwiſe have cnded his Days by ſome vio- 
lent Death, for they often ſpake of Stoning 
him, 

Thus you ſce, that for. all their pretended 
Holyneſs, they ſhut their Eyes, and will nor 
(ce, nor open their Ears to Hearken to God, 
nor the Rulers of his Church. 

For Inſtance, take the Word of God Nu 
12. 5. And the Lord came down in the Pillar of 
the Cloud, and flood il the Door of the Taberna- 
cle, and called Aaron and Miriamy, and they 
both came forth, 

And be (aid, Hear" now my Word: , if there 
be a Prophet among you, I the Lerd will make my 

(elf known unto him ina} '{ 07. ana wall [peat 1M 
$0 him in a Dream. 

My Servant Moics. is not ſo, who 3s Faithful 
in all my Houſe. 

With him will I ſpeak Mouth to Meuth, even 
opparently, azd wot in " ” Speeches 5 and the 
Similitnde of the: Lord [hall he behold wherefore 

then 
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then were y6 nit afraid to ſpeak againſt my 
Servant Moſes 

And the Anger of thel. ord was kindled againſt 
them, and he departed. 

There are ſeven things to be enquired in- 
to, from this Proot. 

1. "Which of the three Perſons in the 
God-Head, it was, that cams down from 
Heaven in the Pillar of che Clond , the Son 
of God it was, no doubr. 

2. What his buſineſs was, that he came 
about, viz, ro Examin two Criminals, toAr- 
raign, and Judge them, 

3. What their Crime was,viz, Speaking 
againſt Moſes. 

4. Aarons Penitency, and the benetie of 
his Clergy. 

5* Miriams [mpenitency, and Puniſhment, 
6. Moſes's Pitty, and Prayer for her, which 
voided the perpetuity of the Sentence. 

- 272, Thi fairneſs of the Tryal, he ſtood in 
the Door of the Tabernacle, that all 1/rae! 
might hear, and ſec, and take warning. 

God might have ſpoken (> loud, that Hea- 
ven and Earth ſhould have heard ir, ſoas they 
ſhould not have-need to come torth tor Au- | 
dicnce; but now he calls them out to the 
Bar, ( that they = be (cen ) it did not con- 


tent him, to chide them withia Doors, the 
ſhame 
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ſhame of rheir ro had been lcfſer, in a 
private Rebuke, but the Seandal of it, requi- 
red open Reproot. * 

From the'ie ſeven Conliderations, I have 
Colleted theſe Obſervations. 

1- Thar God, is the God of Order, Rule, 
and Government , their Repining was pub- 
lick z and where the Sin is nor afeaid of the 
Light, God loves not the Reproof ſhould be 
{mothered, 

2. That itis a greater Sin, than Men are 
aware of, to ſpeak againſt the Rule, and Or- 
der of Goverament, cither in C.urch, or 
State. 

3. That in the end, God will ſeverely 
puniſh all ſuch Diſpiſers, of ſuch Rule, Or- 
der, and Government, 

There are two Evangelical Witneſſes co 
theſe three Points Peter, and Fude, both of 
them Apoſtles to Chrift, 

Peters Teſtimony. is Recorded in his firſt 
Epiſtle, 2 Chap. 13; 14. Fer. Submit your 
ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, for the Lords 
ſake , whether it be to the Kinz asSupreme. 

Or wnto Govirneurs; as wnte them, that are 
ſent of him, for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, 
and for the praiſe of them that do well, 

And ro this he adds, 2. Epiſtle, 2. to aſ- 
ſurc us that, Such there are, and have been, as 

as 
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do ſpeak Evil of Government, and ſhall not go 
#npuniſhed, 

Ver. 9, 10. The Lord, knows how to deli- 
ver the Godly out of Temptation ,, and to reſerve 
the OUnjuſt, unto the Day of Fudgement, to be 
Pyniſbed. 

Bat chiefly them that waik after the Fleſh, and 
diſpiſe Government, Preſumprious are they, 
Se -will'd, thcy are not afraid to ſpeak Evil 
of Dignities. The Apoltle Fude, Harps on 
the ſame String, and particularizeth theſc 
M.n in my Text, atwver. 11. Wo unto them, 
for they have gon: in the way of Cain, and ran 
greed, ) after the Error of Balaam for Reward, 
and Periſh in the gain-[aying of Corah. 

And then at ver. 19. gives a Mark, how 
to know them, fayi 1g, Theſe are they, which 
ſeparate tbems(elves, ſenſual, not having the $Spt- 
rt , tho' they (aid they had. 

5 They were of a ſclf confident Spirit, 
they were confident in themf#elves, that God 
would own them in thcir deftgn, 

For when Moles Summoned them to Aps 
pear before thc Loco, to anſwer tt» their Se- 
ditions Words, they accepted the Chal- 
lenge, aid | uadcrtook to diſpi te it before the 
Lord in a Re! igious Dury, £00 manifeſt in 
ver. 19, 17, 18, 12, in thcle Words, 
And 
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And Moſes ſaid unto Corah, be thou, and all 
thy Company, before the Lord, thos and they, and 
Aaron to Morrow, 

And take every Man his Cenſer, and put 1n- 
cenſc thereon ;, and bring ye beforethe Lord,ever y 
Man his Cenſer, two Eiundred and Fifty Cenſers, 
thou alſo, and Aaron, each one h13 Cenſer, 

And they took every Man tis Cenſer, and put 
Fire inthem, and laid Incenſe thereon, and ſtood 
in the Door of the Tabernacle of the Congrega- 
tion, with Moles and Aaron, Cheek by Fole 
with them. 

And Corah, gathered all the Congreeation 4- 
zainſt them, (cither by ſome Solemn League, 
and Covenant, or ſome Engagement or 0- 
ther) unto the Door of the Tabernacle of the * 
Congregation, and the Glory of the Lord ap- 
peared, 

There never was ſuchia Challenge made 
in the Church of God upon Earth, before or 
ſince , never ſuca apparent Confidence in 
a Seditious Party, to accept of, and anſwer 
it, known, or heard of, altho* ſome People of 
our times. have ſhreudly immitrated them. * 

Nor did ever ſuch a Stickler appear in a 
Quarrel, for God himſelt appeared on Mo- 
{es -and Aarons fide, and at his firſt enterance 
on the Stage, which was the Tabernacle, he 
gave the Specators 2 glimps of his Glory ; 
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and made bare his Arm, and uttered witch 
his Lips, theſe dreadful Words, wer, 21. 

Separate your ſelves from amore this ( ongre- 
gation, that 1 may conſume them in a Morent, 

As if God had ſaid, Moſes, and Aaron, 
ſtand ye by, and let me alone tro deal with 
theſe Seditious Rebels, they will be to hard 
for you , let melitt up my Hand againſt chem, 
the Quarcel is mine, as well as yours, 

For | have whet my glittering Sword, and 
my Hand ſhall cake hold on Venocance: and 
I will abate their Pride, aftwage their Envy, 
diſcover their Delign, and overthrow their 
Devices. þ 

[Char allrhe Earth n y Kao, that I hate, 
and abhor all P\rences to Rilivion, that arc 
a&ed, ad doin Diionedicace, and Rebel- 
lion, tomy Commands , ad contrary to the 
Rule, 2nd Oracr o. Gov. rnmoent, that I have 
tAahliſhed in my Churc: 

And ar the firlt Bow. nc raade at Cord. 
and his Two iiundrcd and Fifry Conhdents, 
he ftrock tier Cel crs O98 0! 101t lands. and 

with a flath of Fire Conilumed them to Alles, 

As it the Lorg had {aid, \Vhat have you 
'1o do ro handie Cenlers ; ro mceddle with 
Pblick Marrers of Religion, ſecing ye do it 
in Soi. and Concempe of the Government, 
(Eſtabliſhed by Law) for Strife, and Debate, 
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and in Diſobedience, and Rebellion againſt 
the Governours, that I haveſer over you. 

For in very deed, Envy at the Eſtabliſhed 
Government in the Church, was the ſced 
Plot of Corabs Sin, and Dathan, and Abi- 
rams Conſpiracy. 

And therefore, it was bigh time, for God 
to put to his helping Hand, to Vindicate Mo- 
ſes, and Aaron ; for they were but God's Ser- 
vants, employed by him, to lead rhem in the 
right way to Happineſs, andto Govern them 
therein, by a Sacred Platform of good and 
wholſome Lavs, and Ordinances. 

As it is written Pſal. 77. 20. Thow leadeſt 
thy People, like a Flok, by the Hand of Moles, 
and Aaron , (1. e,) Magiſtracy, and Miniſtry, 
'Tis true, Chriſt Feſus, is the Supream Go- 
vernour, and Lord of all things in Heaven, 
and in Earth ; but he doth not Govern in ci- 
ther place,by his own and immediate Power. 

Bur by Angels, and Men, Deligated by 
him, to bear Rule for him, over their fellow 
Creatures ; and from them, expects an Ac- 
count of their Steward-ſhip, in ſuch their pla- 
ces of Truſt: 

The Sacred Text, is my Voucher, for this 
Afertion, Prov. $; 15, 16, By me Kines 
Reign, and Princes Decree Fuſtice, 

F 2 By 


( 68 ) 

By me, Princes Rule, and Nobles, even all tht 
Fndges of the Earth, 

And elſewhere, in Pal. 78. 90, 71, 72. 
He choſe David alſo hisServant,and took him from 
the Sherp-fold. 

From following the Ews great with Toung ; he 
brought him to feed Jacob his People, and 1iracl 
his Inheritance, 

So he fed them, according to the Integrity of 
bis Heart, and enided them by the skilfulneſs of 
his Hands, 

Ouc Church Tranſlation of the Pſalms,reads 
it thus, So he fed them, with a Faithful, and 4 
true Heart, and Ruled them Prudently with all his 
Power. 

This of the Pſalmiſt, is an Extra of that 
Meſlage, which God ſent by the Prophet 
Nathan. to King David, 2 Sam. 7, 8, 9. 

Now therefore, ſo ſhilt thou ſay wnt o my Ser- 
vant David, Thus ſaith th: Lord of Hoſts, I took 
the from the Sh:ep-fould, from following the 
So:ep, to be Ruler over my People Tiracl, 

And I'was with thee whitherſorver thou w1n- 
rſt, and have cut off all thine Enemies out of thy 
fizht , and hav: made thee a ortat name, like unto 
the nam? of the Treat Me'n, that are in the Earth, 

Now when the Spirit of Sedition ſhall 
poſlcets the Minds of Men, and prompt them 
n9t only to diſlike, but ſpeak Evil of ſuch 

Dignities, 
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Dignities, and thoſe that enjoy them , and 
to aſſemble in Companies, to Aſſaule their 
Governours, as thele Men in my Text, did 
Moſes, and Aaron, whom they knew God had 
ſer over them, and frequently acknowledg- 
cd it, 

No wonder,the Pſalmiſt, in P/al 119.126. 
ſaid, It was :11me for God towork, wh-n Men went 
about to undermine the Laws of God, to make 
them void. 

The Tranſlation of our Church Pſalms, 
reads it thus, 1t is time for the Lord, to layto 
thy Hand, for they have deſiroyed thy Law, 

W hen theſe Men in my Text,had gathered 
the Congregation together, agaiiiſt Moſes,and 
Aaron, what to do? Why to'cut them off, 
aod Subvert the Government, both of Church 
and State. | 

Ic was high time for God to appear in flam- 
ing Fire, to take Vengeance upon them;and 
pluck of the Crown of ſpiritual Pride, from 
their haughty Heads. 

Which he did, as you have heard, and fo 
rejected their Confidences, and blaſted their 
intended Proceedings. 

4. They were ot an envious Spirit, they 
envied the State and Dignity, which God 
had conferred upon MAoſes, and Aaron, in 
Conſtituting them, cheir Governours in the 
Church, Fi This 
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This ill Quality, Cooperated with the reſt, 
co proyvgke themroaCommorion,andcivilDil- 
cord, amoneſt rhemiclves. 
And that the oldSerpent,had ſhed theSpawn 
of Envy, into their Spirits, the Kingly Pro- 
per affirms it, with a {ad Memento, 106, 16. 
17, 18, Phey ex-ied Moles inthe Camp, and 
Aaron, the Saizt of the Lord, | 

The Earth opened, and ſnallewed up Dathan, 
and covered the Congrevation of Abiram. 

And 4 Fire, was kindled 1n their Company ;, 
the Flame burnt up the ungodly. 

By the laſt words in ver, 17. Viz. The Con- 
g'eeation of Abiram. It is very probable, 
that Abiram had a gathcred Church which 
ſome of ovr Modern Diſſenters, call the Con- 
gregational, or Jadep:nd:nt way of gathering 
Churches. 

And if ſo,as it is very likly,then he was the 
firſt, that everI rcad of, who gathered a falſe 
Church out of a true one, 

And fo by the Text, it is clear, that whilſt 
Corah, and his Confederates were affronting 
Moſes, and Aaron in publick, Dathan, and Ab1- 
ram were at a private Meeting, intheir Tents, 
Praying for their 200d Succels, or waithg for 
a Watch word from t':cm, when they ſhould 
ruſh forth with Wcapons, to Aſſaulc their 


Rulers, 
For 


ud 


For when Moſes, gave a charge- to the 
reſt of thc Pore ro come away from their 
Tents, thy came forch, and ſtbod in their 
Tent-doores, with their Wives, and Chil- 
dren, with brazen faced Imvudency, as if 
they + 0u1d outtace God, and all juſt Aw- 
thority. 

I did not know, till after more than For- 
ty times reading this Anticnet Record of 
Holy v x wr an cxact Ialpection into the 
Defion gf the Seditions Pargy, with a deli- 
gent Ohiervation of their prerended Holi- 
nels 2r2inded upon falle Principles. 

Chcir gathering the Common People, 
likc - rds of (oats, ia a Tumultuous man- 
ner, againſt their Rulers, ' cheir crying 
them down, to get into their places. 

I fay, cill T had diligently/ confuleed the 
Record of this Jament able. Hiſtory, I did 
not know that Presbiter-, and Independency, 
were Of to long a ſtaniing in the World. 
For Chorah, an int rior Levite,, contends 
with Aaron, to level the Othce of an High» 
Prieſt, co that of a Levite , and flatly cells 
him, chat he takes coo much nponhim,to life 
up himlelf above them, bcingall of one Tribe, 
he ſawnoreaſon,there ſhould he any difference 
in Dignity, and therefore he refolves roCon- 
form no longer , but ſet up for himſelf, and 
have F 4 Elders, 
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Elders under him, of his own chooſing, 

Aud as for Dathan, aud Abiram, they 
defic all Superinecacency, for it were they, 
as well as Corah, that told Moſes and Aaron, 
That thry took too much upon them, to | ft up 
themſelves above them 

They were able of themſelves to give 
Laws, and Orders, to their Congregated 
Proſelites, without their Lordly | urisdiction; 
and in this State of Independency, they 
died Impenitently. How fitly miy we ap- 
ply the Words of Solomon, to the Former, 
and Latter - Troubles ot the Church, 
Eccle. 1. 9, 10. 

The thing that huth b:em, is that, which 
ſhall be, and that which is done, 1s that 
which ſhall bedone , and there is no new thing 
wnller the San. 

Is there any thing, whereof it may be ſaid, 
ſee this is new? It hath been of old time be- 
fore us. 

And whence is it, but from the Envy, 
and Malice of the old Serpenr, who is cal- 
led the Devil, and Saran? Who as our 
Saviour laith, 7ohn 8. 44. 

Was'a Murderer from the beginnine, and 
abode not in the Truth. And (o became an 
Enemy to all Government ahove himſelf, 
which Practice he continues ſtill in the 
World 
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World, by ſeducing the Sons of Men, into 
his old Principles of Diſobedience. 

'Tis rrue,indced this oldSerpent doth often 
renew his Shape, but never alters his ill 
Qualities - he often changech his Habit, 
but nor his Diſpoſition, alters his name, bur 
not his Nature. ſhifts places, but retains 
ſtil] his old Principles. 

I will conclude this Branch, with the Sa- 
cred Caution of the Apoſtle St. Perer, 1. Eph. 
3+. I7, 18, 

Therefore, Beloved, ſeeins ye know theſe 
things before, beware, leaſt ye being lead away 
with the Error of the Wicked, fall from your 
own Stedfa\nels, 

But erow in Grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviow Feſus Chriſt, to whom be 
Glory both now, and for ever, Amen, 

5. They were of a (ullen, ſcltwill'd Spi- 
rit, nothing would plca'e them, but what 
procceded from their own Wills. 

They anſweared Moſes, as ſome of their 
Succeſlors did the Prophet Feremy, Chap, 
19. It, Return ye from the Evil of your 
ways, They ſaid, 

V'r. 19 There is no hope, but we will walt 
after our own devices, ard we will every one 
do the Imagination of bis (vil Heart. 

Yee, 
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Yea, when they were in Captivity in B«- 
bilon, they would 'not be Reclaimed from 
their own Wills, but they made him 
this deſperate Anſwer, As for the Word, 
which thou h,/t ſpoken to us in the name of the 
Lord, we will not hearken to thee, but we 
will certainly do whatſoever thine roeth out of 
our owns Mouth. [cr. 44. 14. 

Spiritual Wickednels, doth not only 
blind, bur bind che Spirits of unſtableMen, 
with ſtrong Cords of ſclfwill'dneſs. 

Ir is a hard thing to recover any one 
our of any Error, that hath laid che Reins 
of his own will; iato tac neck of his own 
Judgment. 

Sic wolo, {is Fubes, [tat pro ratione wvoluntas, 
His own Will, is the Rule he rcfolves to 
walk by, and to any other Perſuaſion, he 
is like the deaf Adaer, that ftops her Ear at 
the Voiccof che Charmer, charm he never 
{0 wilelv, 

One of the foreſt Plagues, that God can 
inflit on any Man, is colcave him to his 
own m_ and .the Councils of his own 
H-art. which muſt needs deſtroy him. 

Some Co think, that Liberty of C 'onlcience, 
is ths only w ay to propogate the "Goſpel, 
and the fureſt way to Enth ronc Chriſt in 
the Hearts of the Sons and Daughters of 


And, 
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And, I ſay the contrary, and will prove, 
that there is no fuch thing in Religion, as 
Liberty of Conſcience , fuch a Liberty of Con- 
ſcience 1 mean, as tor every Man to ſerve God 
attcr what way, and manner, pleaſeth him 
beſt, 

Ic is eaſier to keep Sin out of the Con- 
ſcience, than to caſt it out when it is in, 

If that Light, which is within us, natu- 
rally (for God hath lighted up a Candle 
in cvery Mans Conſcience) be darkned with 
Spiritual Errors, how great muſt that Dark- 
nels needs be ? 

The Devil, is the Prince of Darkneſs, 
but he can Transform himſclf into an An- 
gel of Light. He isa hery flying Serpent , 
and if he can but getin his Head, he will 
quickly wind© in hiszv hole Body, 

How many Virgin Profeſſors,/ have loſt 
their Spiritual! Chaſtity -in ah hour, by 
eadding abroad, to trim their way, by thin» 
king to go ina cleaner Path, than the High- 
way of Salvation is, and foina trice, depri- 
ved themſelves of that Peace of Conlcience, 
which they have not.recovercd again whileſt 
they have lived, 

O take heed, then of being Humorſom, 
and Selfwill'd under your Protefhon of Re. 
ligion, and Pray, that the Lord will nor 
leave 
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leave you to your own Wills, nor to the 
Councils of your own Hearts, nor to the 
Wiſdom of your own Spirits, nor to the 
Nerves of your own Strength, nor to the 
Steps of your own ways, nor to the courſe 
of your own Natures, nor to the Liberty of 
your own Conſciences, for if he ſhould, 
ye are in the High-way to eternal De- 
{truction. 


POSTSCRIPI 


To all ſorts of 


Dillenters 


From the 


ChurchofFEN GLeA ND, 
As it is now Eſtabliſhed by Law. 


Ome, my Brethren, and Friends, 
let us Reaſon together , and as the 
of Lord of Hoſts, the Lord Feſus, by 


Hagga the Prophet, hath 
commanded, Conſider owr Ways, Chap 1. 7. 


And thar, which I humbly conceive, may 
be moſt adyautagious for us all in this At- 
fair, 
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fair, will be by comparing our ways, 
wherein we walk, with thoſe Antient Paths, 
wherein the Servants of God did walk 
ns, ot Old, 

My Reaſon for this Conception, is 
grounded npon the Word of the Zord, by 
the Mouth of the Prophet Feremiah, Ch. 6, 
Ver. 16, Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye mn 
the Ways; and ſee, and ak for the old Fatbs, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and 
ye ſhall find Reſt for jour Souls, 

Now, I beſe:ch you, my Brethren, con- 
ſider that this Prophet, was not {ent only 
to the Jews, but alſo to the reſt of the Na- 
tions; and therefore the Words of his Pro. 


phecy belong to us, as well as to them , 
for when he wrote this Propvecy, he inſerts 
his Commiſſion, which runs thus, Chap. r. 
Ver. 4 5, 6, Jo Then i! Vera of the 


Lord Cam: wito mi. favino. Brilore 1 Formed 
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cameſt out of the Womb, I Sandtificd thee, and 
Ordained thee a Prophet to the Nations, 

Th:n ſaid I, a5, Lord God, behold, I can- 
mot ſpeak, for 1 am 4 Citi, 

But tie Lord (aid unto me, ſay not Tam 4 
Child, for thou (halt go to all that T ſball ſend 
thee, and whatſoever I command thee z thou ſhall 
ſpeak, 
Ten 
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Then the Lord put forth his Hand, and 
touched my Mouth, and ihe Lord ſaid wwio me, 
behold, I have put my Words into thy Mouth. 

See, Ihave this Day {:t thee over the Nas 
tions, and over the Kinedoms, to root out, and 
t0 pull down, and to deſiroy, and to throw down, 
and to build, and to plant. 

I have read the Book of this Prophet, 
very frequently in my daily Courle of 
reading the Holy Scriptures, and have taken 
diligent notice of the Mcaſures he took in 
delivering it, which Ihumbly conccive, to 
conliſt mainly in theſe Six Heads. 

1, He gives them a Breviate of his Call, and 
Commuſſron from God, to his Place and Office. 

2. Groues them a Drauzht of his Charze 
acainſt them. for their manifold Sins, Iniquitics 
and Tranſgreſſions, which with grief of Heart, 
and with Cheeks bedewd with Tears, be fre- 
quent (yrepeats, 

3. A Demonſtrat! on, of God s juſt Jndg- 
ment againſt the, for (uch their Tranigreſfeons, 

4. Exhortations, aud Admonitions, Tears, 
and Intreaties, to forlake their own evil Ways, 
and ſo prevent the Execution of thoſe Fud7- 
ments, which he Denounced againſt them, 

5. The Way and Method he took, to perſuade 
them there unto, w; 


6. The 
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6. The nature of the Puniſhment to be in- 
flifted on them, in caſe they did not return, 
and leave their ill Courſes. 

Now it is very remarkable, that before 
he chargeth them with any grols Polutions 
of the Ficih, or Prophane Debaucheries, 
he begins with their Faults ot Spiritual 
Wickedacſs, and amongſt the many Par- 
ticulars theſe following arc ſome. 

1, He chargeth thcm with their unkind 
nels, and indiſcretion, in forſaking their 
firſt Love, to the firſt Principles of their 
Profeſſion of Religion, Chap. 2. 1. 2. in 
theſe words, 

Moreover, the Word of the Lord came wnto 
me, ſaying, 

Go and Cry in the Streets of Jeruſalem, and 
IE , Thus (aith the Lord, I remember thee, the 
K inde, of thy Touth, the Love of thine eſpou- 
als, wh: thou wenteſt ajtcr me mn the Wil- 
derneſs. 

Bur now thcy were no ſuch People, they 
knew b<tzrr things, or at leaſtwiſe, were 
reſolved io to do, they were now 
for ſom: Novelties, they muſt have Quails, 
co their 2M.42ns, which put the Lord to this 
Expol!:: i107, Fer. 5. 

What In'qguities, have your Fathers found in 
me tha! they are Tore far from me: As if the 
Lord 
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Lord had ſaid, whar Evil, do ye find in 
the Law, and in- the Ordinances thereof, 
which 1 ſer before you, asa Rule to walk 
by. 
” He charges them with their Delight 
and Pleaſure in changes. Aarons Bells, 
made no M«ſick in their Ears, cxcept they 
Ruog theChanges,Chap. 2. 11, 

Hath a Nation chanoed their Gods, which are 
no Gods * But my People Lave changed their 
Glory, for that which doti, not profit. 

Except they might have Alterations and 
Amei.dments in che High-way of Salvation, 
agreeable to their own Humors, they re- 
ſolve not to walk in them any longer, 

This made the Lord Expoſtulate witch 
them again, after this manner, Chop. 2. 31. 

0 Generations, (ee ye the Word of the Lord, 
have I been @« Wilderneſs wnto Ifracl ? A 
Land of Darknes. Wherefore ſay my People, we 
are Lords, we will come no more unto thee : 
That is, we are our own Maſters, and ar 
our own liberty, to ſerve God how, and 
when we pleaſe ; and as for the Anticnr 
ways of God, we will know them no more. 
ſo as to walk in them any longer. 

And further, at Yer, 33. the Prophet 
aSketh them this Queſtion, Why gizrmeſt 
theow thy way to [:: Loves Therefore, haſt 
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this alſo taveht the wicked ones thy Ways,(i, & ) 
to forlake the High-way of Salyatioa. 

And then at Yer. 35. He rcinforceth 
this charge, ſaying Why gadd:ſt thou about ſo 
much, to change thy ways. 

Hence it is very remarkable, that in this 
2. Chap. the Prophet gives the unſtable 
Iſraelites, the reproachtull Epithizes of 
Trimmers, Gadders, and Changlings, as the 
Product of diſcontented Sparits, that did 
not know when they were well, or at leaſt- 
wiſc, would not. 

And then in Chap. 6, hc follows hisCharge 
and Reproves them. 

1. Fora ſtubborn Retuſal, ro walk in 
the Antient ways of the Church. 

2, For Revolting from them, by a per- 
pct1al Backſliding. Yer. 28. 

3. For bcing no better than Reprobate 
$ 1tver, 

And in Chap. 18, He calls upon them to 
Return from the Evil of their own new Ways, 
co walkin the Anticat and true ways of 
God. from winch they were ( withont any 
uſt Caule) vnoratiully, and unkindly de- 
parted, But inſtead of hearkning to him, 
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Imaginations of his own Heart, To which 
dreadful Anſwer of theirs, the Propher 
makes this lamentable Reply, wer. 13. 

Therefore, thus [aith the Lord, Ak ye now 
amoneſt the Heathen, who hath heard ſuch 
things , the Virgin of Iſracl hath done a wery 
horrible thinzg. And again, at ver, 15. he 
pronounceth a dreadful Sentence againſt 
them, in the Name of the Lord, in this 
Form of Words, 

Becauſe my People have ſergotten me, and 
have burnt | Sax to Vanity; and they have 
cauſed them to (tumble in their ways, from the 
Antient Paths, to walk in Paths, in 4 way not 
caſt up. 

I muſt confeſs, I have had great ſearch- 
ing of Heart, what the meaning of the 
Peoples words might be, in the firſt Part 
of their Anſwer, (viz.) There is no Hope. 
Certainly it could not be, There is no Hope 
of Salvation, For the cloſe of their An- 
ſwer imports the contrary , for they ſaid, 
We will walk after our onn Devices, and 
we will every one do the Imazinations of his 
own Heart, It (ecms by this Anſwer, that 
they did intend ro ferye God, ſome way 
or ether, but it muſt be in ſuch a way as 
plealed them, and in no other way did 
they intend to walk. 


( 34 ) 
So that I underſtand by theſe Words of 
theirs, There is no hope, thcy mean that the 
Prophet had no hope of Reclaiming them 
from following their own ways, that he 
might as well hold his Peace and lay no- 
thing, as to perſuace th.m to return from 
their new Practicc, that thcy had taken up, 
ro Revair to the Aticnt ways of God; 
and (0 cager and'o carneſt, and lo intent 
and reſolute were they to make 200d their 
ſeditious Words, that they were making ready 
to run a way from him, and get ou: of the 
hearing of him, and this is clear, if we 
conſider the words of: the Prophet, in Chap. 
2. 25. His Words There, are theje, Wih 
hold thy Foot frombeing unſhod, and thy Throat 
from thirſt , but thou [aidſl, there is no Hope, 
no, for I have loved Stranzirs, and p 
them will 1 20. 

They were putting off their Shooes, to 
ran in their Vamps, with more ſpced and 
haſt 0 ger our of his ſight and hearing ; 
and ſuch a thirſty deſire had they a'rer 
ftrange Novelties thataghey could not ſtay 
(o lons with the Pc her as to give him 
the h-aring of what it was, that he had 
furrker to (ſay to them: For he woull 
wiilnely have R-aſoxed with them, butthey 
were in fuch haſt, that they would nor 
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ſtay to hear the ſound of his Trumpet ſound 
a rctreat to them, to return to the good old 
way, that they had caſt behind their Backs; 
a”d at laſt by their frequent retuſing to hear 
him, and the ſnapiſhanſwerthat they gave him: 
He calls Heaven and Earth to bear Wit- 
nels againſt them, in ſuch Words as theſe, 

He «ftonithed, O ye Heavens at this | Andbe 
hborr1bl: affraid. Chap. 2 12. And then 
with birter Sighs, calls co the Earth, O! 
Earth, Eirth, tarth, Hear th: Words of the 
Lora. Chap. 22. 19. andelſcwhere, Chap, 
6. 17, 18, 19, 20, Where after he hath 
{poken thele W ords, I ſet Watchmen over you, 
laying, Hearken to the ſound of the Trumpet. 
But they ſaid, We will not hearken: He then 
proceeds in his Appeal, to his former Evi- 
dence. 

Therefore, here ye Nations. and know 0 Con- 
greeation, what is among (t them, 

Hear () Earth, behold, 1 willbring Evil upon 
this People, even the Fruit of their thourhts ,, be « 
cauſe they have not hearkned unto my Word, but 
Rejetted it, 

To what pwrpoſe cometh there to me Incenſe 
from Sheba, and the ſweet Cane from 4 far 
Country : Tour Offerings are not acceptable, nor 
your Sacrifices ſweet unt o me, 
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From whence, you may obſerve, if ye will, 
that the true God accepts of no kind of Ser- 
vice done to him, that hath nor che ſtamp 
of his antient High-way upon ir, 

Enquire of all the Prophets, and you will 
not find one of them, that doth nor ſharply 
reprove and invcigh againſt all forts of Sci/- 
maticks, that have torſaken the plain High- 
wayes of S1lvation, to follow the Dictates 
of their ownHearts, and deviſe tothemlelves, 
new ways of Worthipping God, and that 
every one of them did put the Trumper to 
his Mouth, and ſound a Retreat to them, tv 
return. to the High-way of Salvation , 
whercin God had formerly led them. 

I Confcſs, we are under a Cloud of God's 
Anger, ayd the Rod of his diiplcaſure is up- 
on us,cſpecially in cur Diviſions, aboutSacred 
things , for if Unity. Peace and Concord in 2 
Kinzdom, owning Chriſt for our Lord and 
Saviour, be one of che choice? }IcMhnos that 
we can wiſh tor, uuder Heaven,then certainly 

by the ryule of Contrarics) Diviſions, Dit- 
cords and Diſflentions, are one of the great- 
eſt Plagues- and Cries, thar can poſſibly 
:11 upon fuch a Kin2dom, ana People uy- 
on Earth. 

1 Divitions brine Defolations to a well 
ictlcd Cemmor-weaith, 10 will Divifions in 


Eng 
His 


(87) 
the Church, at laſt, bring ruine and deſola- 
tion to Religion, and make us worſe than 
the Heathen : For a People, fo divided are 
in the High way, to all ſorts of Miſeries, 
as Chriſt hath aflured, and experience 
taught us. It any one beneath Chriſt, had 
aſſerted ſuch a thing, I might have milſ- 
truſted his Prediction, bur when the onl 
begotten Son of God, who is truth ir ſelf, 
and theref. re can not poſhbly lie, for he is 
his Fathers true and faichful Wienels of all 
things palt, preſent, and to come. And 
was not this the Voice of che Ercrnal Fa- 
ther from Heaven, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him. And 
is not this his ſaying, 4 Kimgdom divided 4- 
gainſt it ſelf, cannot ſtand, but 1s brought to de- 
(olation, that is, puts the Kingdom where 
ſuch Diviſions are, into the dirct way of 
Deſolation and Deſtruction 

Now, I ſay,: that fince the Son of God 
hath ſpoken the Word, I dare not give 
him the lie, by thinking char a Nation 
divided in it fclt, can poſhbly ſtand in a 


Nate of ſecurity. Therefore, did he give 


this Advice and Charge to his Diſciples, 
tro have Salt in themſelves, and to bc ar 
Peace one with another. Certainly, it was 
the ſame thing that the Propher Feremta': 
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aimed at, in that Word of Advice, which 
with orick of Heart he gave to Feruſal-m a 
little befere they were carricd away Cap- 
tive into Babilon, Chap. 6. 8. 

Be thaw Inſtrutted © \erulalem ! Zraſt my 
Soul depart from thee ; leaſt 1 make thee Des 
ſolate, a Land not Inhabited. 

Tis rruc, that ſach Offences will come, 
bur woe be to them, by whom they do 
come: © ye think that Chriſt « the 
Prince of Peace) will Patronize your Di- 
viſions, Will ye lay the Burthen of Spi- 
rial Wickeonels upon his Back, and by 
force of ſtrange Arguments, compel him 
ro bear anocher Crois ? This would be 
one way to Crucihce him afreſh, and to 
preſs him down, asa Carr is prefled with 
Sheaves. Arc the Diviſons of Chriſtians, 
pleaſing to © 04? Doyr think chat Chriſt 
rakes ur well at your Hiads, to Fomcnt 
ſo many Diviſions, as ye have crumbled 
your (elves into, fince ye have Jeit our 
Church ? & the Study of Diviſions, the 
viſidle mark of Chriſtianity ? Is this to 
co the Will of God on Earth, * as it is 
cone in Heaven? Are there any ſort of 
D:lſ nters there £ No, 

| he, Angels were never known fince 
the Fall, ro fall out amongſt them(elves, 
either 
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either in Heaven above, or in any Secr- 
vice that they have been imployed in for 
Chriſt upon Earth. There is no Strife or 
Contention amongſt them, they ferve 
Ckriſt with one Conſent, and Praiſe him 
with one Voice, they all Glorite his name 
in one Form of ſound Words, and Per- 
ſeverance in the ſame. Thoſe two Ser- 
vants ofChriſt,thc Evangelical Prophet1ſaiab, 
and the great Evanzeliſt St. Fohn, do 
bo'h agree in their Teſtimonies concern- 
ing this thing. The Teſtimony of the 
Prophet, is written in Chap. 6. 3. And 
0.6 'Cricd unto another. and ſaid, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, is th: Lord of Hoſts, the whole 
Berth, its full of his Glory. The Teſtimony 
of the Evangeliſt, is written in the Book 
of the Revelation Chap. 4- 8. And they 
Reſt not Day and "'12ht, ſaying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy Lord God Almighty, which was, and 15, 
and 1s to come. 

You may plainly perceive by theſe Sa- 
cred R:cords, that there are no Diſſenters 
in Heaven , that. the Angels do ſerve 
Chriſt in Unity of Spirit, and in Uni- 
formity of Words. So that we may cahily 
gels, who were the firſt Diſſenters, even 
the fallen Angels, and therefore the 
name of a Diſſenter, can be no Glory to 

the 
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the Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Reli- 

jon, 

But that the fallen Angels, were the 
e firſt Diſſenters from the way of Truth, 
The Blefled Feſus, in whom are hid all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom, and Knowledge, 
hath put che Queſtion our of Doubr, in 
\ his Diſcourſe with the Phariſces in Fohn 8. 
44. Where after they had told Chriſt, 
that Abraham, was their Father, and thar 
God was their Father ; Chriſt tells them 
plainly, that they were Related to neither, 
= that they were of their Father the 
Devil; and the Lufts of your Fatherwill 
ye do; for he was a Murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the Truth, 

From theie Words of our Saviour, we 
may underſtaud what the Devils Sio is, 
for which they are Reſerved in Chains of 
Darkne's uito the Judgment of the great 
Day. Alb 

From Chriſt's Words here, ic is cvi- 
dent, thar the fallen Anzels did know the 
Truth, and by their Unbelicf fell from ir, 
and of purs and upright Angels, became, 
unclean Spirits and Devils. For as no 
Maa can b= blamed for not abiding in a 
Houſe wherein he never was , 
neither world Chriſt have blamed 
the 
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the Devils for nor abiding in the Truth, 
if they had not'known it, and been In- 
{truted-in ir. Wherefore did Chriſt call 
Fndas, Devil ? Have I not choſen Twelve, 
and one of you is a Devil? Was it not be- 
caule he knew the Truth, and Preach'd 
the Truth, and afterwards became an Ene- 
my to it ? and betrayed his Lord and 
Maſter, that” had caught and Inſtruced him 
in it, as by his Cc nfeſſion, before he Hanged 
himſelf, it was roo manifeſt. 

A Chriſtians Etexnal Happine's, conſiſts 
chiefly in two things. 
" A «rue Faith, "and an Holy Life. A 
Judgment rightly inform'd in matcers of 
Faith, anda Converſation rightly ordered 
in the Practical Duties of true Holineſs. 

Thoic Men and Women, whole Lives 
and Converſations . are Holy, are Bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghoſt, and they that 
are truly Zealous for the Honour of God's 
Holy Name, are Baptized with Fire, to 
that to be Holy in cur Lives, and Zcalous 
in our Spirits for ithe Glory of the Holy 
God, is an outward Teſtimony of the in- 
ward Bavtiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and with 
Fire, precedent ro which, is the Baptiſm 
of Water, the Gate of Enterance into 
an outward Profeſſion of the Goſpe/. 
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| Now "_ eth< vy Pillars of the Chriſtian 
Religion, arc apparemly to be ſcen in the 
Doctrine and Prayers of our Church, to 
all that have nor (hut th: ir Eyes againſt ir, 
nor turn'd. their Back upon ir. 

I am bold ther:fore co lay, that the 
Service of God in our ( hurch, is Holy, 
becaule ic is Founded in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, Compoſed of Precepts, Examples, or 
Commands, Collected out of: the Holy Scrip- 
furs : rebore many of our Prayers are 
called by the Name of Coles, brcauſe 
they arc CollefFed out of thoſe Portio1s of 
Holy Scripture , that are Appointed to be 
Read thar Diy that they arc uſed. 

All the Hymns that we uſe, both at 
—" a;;d Evening Prayer, arc the very 
Worls of the Holy Scriptures, or clearly 
deduced irom them, 

Thoſe tha: Compoſed ir, and ſer it in that 
Sacred Order, as it is now Eſtabliſhed by 
Law. Fcre 

Dr. Cranm:r, Arch-Biſbop of Canterbury. 
Dr. Ridly, B:ihop of London. 

Dr. Hooper, Biſhop of Glouceſter, 
Dr. Latimer, Bilhop of Worceſter, 
Dr. Thirlby, Biſhop of Els. 
Dr. Day. Dan of Chicheſter. 


Dr. Tayler, 
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and Dr. Cox, Almoner to King Edward 6 th. 
with divers other P1ous, Learncd, Holy,and 
Faithful Men, who out of a Godly Zeal, and 
Sacred purpoe to advance the Glory of 
God, the Goſpel of Chriſt' and the Salva- 
tion of Souls, Formed theſe Prayers tor 
the Service of Almighty God, that his 
Hou-e _— be called ( as Chr ſt, aid the 
Prophets forctold ) An Houſe of Prayer for 
all People , (uitable ro the Stace and Cons 
dition of all forts of the Sons and Daugh- 
ter; of Men, High and Low, Rich and 
Poor, Bind and Free, Wiſe and Fool- 
iſh, Learned and Unlearned, Saints and 
Sinners, and all chat Profe's the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, may in one pure Language, and 
Form of ſound Words, call upon the name 
of the Lord, to ſerve him with one conſent, 
ſor the only Wi'e God, hath promiſed ic by 
the Mouth of che Prophet Zephaniah, Chap. 
3. Ver 8, 9. 

Therefore wait ye mpon me, ſaith the Lord, 
witil the Day that I riſe wp to the Prey, for 
my Determination, is to gather the Nations, 
tbat I may afſemble the Kinzdoms, to pour up+ 
on them mize Indicnation, even all my fierce 
Anver, for all the Earth, (hal! be devoured 
with the Fire of my Jealoxcy, 
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For then will 1 turn t« the People «4 pur: 
wy; 2 that they may all call upon the name 
Lord, ta ſerve him with one Conſent, 

It all Scripture, given by Inſpiration, is 
profitable for Dorine, what may we 
then learn from this ſacred Oracle of God's 
Revealcd Will ? Why, Ihumbly conceive, 
they teach us theſe Three things. 

1. That Uniformity of Prayer in 
the Publick Worſhip of God, is the beſt 
way and manner of waiting upon God 

2. That ſuch Publick Worſhip of God, 
comes neareſt to the Heavenly, of any 0- 
ther upon Earth, and therefore moſt ſuita- 
ble to his Nature, and moſt agreeable to 
his Mind and Will. 

3. That ſuch Uniformity, is the abſolute 
Determination of his Divine Wall, and 
ſhall be che ſtanding Rule, and Practice 
of h:s Church and People, in the midſt of 
all thcir Encmics. 

Thoſe People rhe en, that reiet, deſvile, 
vility, and reproach, with oyprovrious 
words, andicurrilous Langeuaze, tuch a Form 
of Prayer, and ſuch a Mer! od of Serving 
God. wli ch Ss Bcautified, and Adorned, 
and d« aſoned with the Salt of God's Holy 
VW orc,,arc One 19ort Gl 1711-Scr 12:7 1405. 
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But tho' there be roo many that do ſo, 
yet it is never the worſe, for their dirty 
Language, no more than the Heavenly 
Manns was, becauſe ſome ſeditious 1ſraelites, 
oave it the (currilous name of Light Bread. 
The Holy and Heavenly Angels conti- 
nued feeding on that Food, which proud 
and haughty Mecn trampled under their 
Feet, and gave it no better Commenda- 
tion than Light and Lothſom Bread. 1 
do not therefore mach admire at the con- 
rempt which ſome have taken up agaiaſt the 
Prayers of our Church, when 1ſrael, God's 
choſen People, and the Seed of Abraham, 
grew weary of Heavenly Manna, the Food 
of Angels. 

Bue what ſhall we ſay to theſe things ? 
For ſince the chief of the fallen Angels, 
in the ſhape of a Serpent, Poiſoned our 
Nature with the Venome of his own Sin, 
no Age hath been iree from ſome Ap- 
pcarances of ic, among rhe Sons of Men, 
nor ever will be, cill Satan be coafined 
to the Bottomleſs Pic. 

I am ſurc in the time of the Prophet 
Ezekiel, the Church was peſtered withluch 
ſort of Cartlc, as he calls them, Chap. 34+ 
18, 19, 20, 


Seemeth 
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Seem'th a it [mall thing unto you, to have 
eaten wp the good Paſiure, but ye muſt tread 
down with your Feet the reſidue of your Paſtures? 
And to have drunk of the dtep Waters, but 
ye muſt foul the r-ſidue with your Feet, 

As for my« Flick, they eat that mhich 
ye have trodden with your Feet ,, anda they 
drink that which ye have feuicd with your 
Feet. 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God unto 
them, Behold, I, even I will Fudroe between 
the Fat Cattel, and between the Lean Cattel, 

Becauſe ye have thruſt with Side and with 
Shoulder, and puſht all the Diſcaſed with 
your Horns, till ye have ſcattercd them abroad. 

Therefore will 1 [ave my Flock, and they 
ſhall no more be a Pray, and I will Fudge 
between Cattel and C attel 

Hence it is Evident, the Lord will one 
Day Judge berween the Holy Martyrs, that 
Compoſed the Prayers of our Church for us, 
and afterwards Sealcd it with their Blood 
in Flames of Firc. Whither they did 
well in fo doing, or whither they do 
wickedly, who think thcir Tongues their 
own, to vility and ſcornfully reproach ir, 
at their own Pleaſure, and v ich out all 
controul, for who is Lord over them 7 
Come, 
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Come, my Brethen, be not - angry with 
me, nor account me an Enemy, becauſe 
I cell you the cruch, and I will ask you 
a few Queſtions. 

I What good thing there is, taat any 
of you, ask in your Extempore Prayers, 
that we do not ask ina well-ict Form of 
ſound W ords, 

IT. Whither there be any one Petition 
in the Daily Prayers of our Church, chat 
doth contradict the leaſt Branch ot God's 
Revealed Will, that favours of Impicry, 
or that can be truly ſaid to hinder the 
work of Grace in the Heart of any Sin- 
ner. 

I TI. Whither there be any thing want- 
ing that may make a miſerable Man hap- 
py, even in this Life, if he can obtain the 
things he Prays for. 

I V. Whither the things we pray for 
therein, if granted, be nor of torce ro make 
the worſt ot Sinners to become one of the 
better ſort of Sain:s upon Earth. 

V. Whither there be any thing that is 
requiſite or neceſſary for Soul or Body, to 

make our Lives comfortable here, and our 
Souls erernally Happy hercafter, chat is 
omitred or leſt out in the Prayers of our 
Church, 

H V I. 
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VL Whither the matter contained in 
the Book of Common Pra;cr, be not a con- 
ſtant acknowledgment, and Vindication of 
the Faith, which was once delivered co the 
Saints? And whither we arc not Exhor- 
red carncitly ro contend for it ? 

Vl. Whither there be any thing that 
may ſavinzly inform the Judgments of Mcn 
in matters or Faith, or calighrea the Lin- 
derſtanding in the Myſtery of Mans Salva- 
tion, or that may encourage Sinners to 
turn from Darkneſs ro Light, and trom 
the power of Satan unto God, which are 
not to be found inthe Doctrin and Diſci- 
plinc of the C#urch of Eneland. 

And now I beſcech you my Friends, 
ask your ſelves this one Qicſtion, 

Whither it {avours of Wiſdom in any 
char profeſs the Name of Chriſt, or own 
themielvcs to be his Servants, ro oueſtion 
the truth of his Word, Who as a Prophet 
hith forctold, the defolation of Kingdoms, 
ro procced fr mn their Dr i110ns, 

H 1th 110T Mojcs, chat Main of G Md. told 
I[ra'l of old, that God wou!d raiſe them 
u> 42 Prophet like co himſcli, and that 
God re Facher would pur words into his 
Mouth. and rhat who:ocver, would not 
give heed thircto, Cod weuld © require 
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ir of him? And doth not the Apoſtle Se. 
Peter, eel] vs, Adis 3, Thar Chrift was that 
Proph:t, and that mhiſorv:y would not hear 
him ſhow'd be deſiroyed from amore ſt the Pee 
ple. And hath nor Chriſt, by vertne of 
his Prophertical (fhce told us, That 4 King- 
dom divided cannot ſlaud, but is brought to 
deſolation 

O lect us noe Tempt Chriſt by our divi- 
fions ! to try whether he will, or can fave 
us from Dclolation, contraditory to his 
ovn word, 

I think rhercfore, and I do Appeal to 
the Conicirnce of any unbiaiied Man, that 
proteſi.th the Chriſtian Faith, whicher it 
be not hetter for you to return to the High- 
Way of Salvation again then by* your 
Diviſions to continue rembling from one 
by-path to another, till ye Know not 
w hich way to take, and Jeave the Breach 
open for our Enemies to break in upon us, 
and lay our Land Defolate. 

Do ye nct hear what the Son of God 
-_ ? Mat. 24. 15. When ye tlerefore ſhall 
Vze the /bomination of Deſolation, fland in the 


Holy Place : Sr andrng where it ought not, o 


St. Mark reads it : And hath he not told 
us elſewhere, that The Diwvihon# of a Kine- 
dom, wall bring it to Deſolation. Shall we 

H 2 then 
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then call our ſelves Believers, and give nO 
credit to his Word in fo weighty a con- 
cern, as the Prelervation of a Kingdom 
from Ruin and DeltruRtion ? 

May we not ſafely conclude from the 
Words of our Saviour, that Diviſions and 
Diſſeations amongſt Proteſt Chriſtians, is 
an Abomination unto the Lord? And that 
Sciſm is a provoking Sin. Did not Chrilt 
weep for the Diviſions of Fer uſa! im? And 
ſhall we rejoice and glory in ours * 

Qcake heed of writing contrary to the 
Copy that Chriſt hath ſet you ! Did God 
deſtroy the Feruſalemites by their Divi- 
ltons * And do ye think that he will ſave us 
by ours? Surely, No: For it [cſus Chriſt, 
be the fame yeſterday and to day, and 
for evcr, as certainly hc is , and he is a 
Devi' incarnate that dcnys it, How then 
can ve ſhelter our ſclyves for lafety under 
the ſhadow of his Wings, that arc at vart- 
ance amoneſt our ſelves ? 

O take heed of entrin? 
with Chr r hoidine an Aroument a- 
g1iift any thin} that he hath ſpoken! 
Arc ye witcr and ftronecr then he is? Is 
not he a conſuming Fire, and your ſelves 
but Cry ſtubie 5 Will ye contend with 
im {oc | ye ſpcaz more 

tor 
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YU. 
for your Diviſions, then Chriſt hath already 
declared againſt chem ? 

Do ye not hear what theLord ſaith by the 
Mout! of the Prophet I ſay; Chap. 27. 4- 
Who would jet the Briers and 1 hoyn: againſ# me 
in Battle? 1 wonld g0 thorow them, 1 would 
burn them togcther. 

Did Chriſt ever exerciſe his Prophetical 
Office in vain? Did his Words ever fall 
to the Gro»nd without effect ? Did he not 
Prophecy that Fudas would betrav him, 
and Peter deny him ? Did he not Prophe- 
cy that falſe Chriſts and falle Prophets 
would ariſe, and deceive many? And arc 
not his Savings fulfilled 2 Did he notPro- 
phecy, (with Tears running down his Sa- 
cred Cheeks) that Ferv/alem would be 
utecrly deſtroyed, and the manner how 2 
For arc nor theſe his Words ? Lute 19. 43, 
4 4. or the Days ſhall come upon thee, that 
thine Enemies (hall caſt a Trench about thee, 
and compaſs thee round, and keep thee in on 
eviry hace. 

And ſhall lay thee even with the Ground, 
and thy Children within thee, and they ſhall not 
leave in thee one Stone uyon another, becauſe 
thow kneweſt not the time of thy Viſitation. 

And were not theſe Prophetical Words 
of his, fulfilled by the Roman Souldjers * 
H 3 Did 


102 ) 

Did he nor likewiſe forc-tel the ſpoiling 
of the Temple, in theſe Words ? Mat. 24. 2, 

Aud Jelus faid unto them, (i. c.\ his Diſ- 
ciples) Ie ye not all theſe thinze ? Fail | 
ſay wnto you, there ſball not be | f one Stone 
upon anon, that (ball no: be thrown dimn. 

Was not this laying of Chriſt, alio ſul- 
filled, and verihed at the ſame time that 
Titus Veſpatianus rodk the City, and the 
Souldiers burnt che Temole, wrwithſtand- 
zng, hinfclt in Perion, intreated the Soul- 
dicrs to quench rhe Fice ncvily begun in 
che Tempole, and uſed a!l ncans that pot - 
biy he could, to preicave it, bt a'l to no 
pur ofe * The Prophecy oft C!:riſt muſt be 
fulflled, and ther-iore it was 11 vain for 
Tits to cndcavo'r the aucenchins of thoſe 
Flames, which by a ſure Word of Pro- 
phecy, were kind ed and fomented by the 
civil Difcords, Divitons and Diflcations 
of the Secdirious Fer 

It God tuke away eice from ns, who 
ſa!l hinder the breaking lorth of War a+ 
mon: ſt us? if God whet the gligtering 
«word of War, who (hall ler it ruſt in the 
Sheath 2 It he takes away Kinogs from 
their Throacs, who ſhall hinder him ? It 
was the Son of Goc, that put that word 
13:0, Balaam's Mouch. Num, 27, 19. 
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God, is not a Man, that he ſhould Lie, 


ncicher the Son of Man, that he ſhould 
Revrenr, Hath he ſaid, and ſhall he nor 
do it? Or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he 
not make it good ? and may not we ſay, 
Hath not the Son of God, the Lord Jeſus 
Chrrſt (into whole Hands, the Order. Rule 
and Government of all things in Heaven, 
and in Harth, and in the Sea, and in all 
places, is given by an eternal Decree of 
his Father ) ſaid, That « Kingdom divided, is 
brouzht | to Deſolation? Aad will he not 
make good his Word? Yea, certainly he 
will, There is notone jor or tittle of his 
Words ſhall fall ro the Ground, till all of 
them are fulflled, 

Did ye never read, and conſider, that 
word of the Lord, by the Mouth of the 
Prophet 1/aiah, Chap. 66, 15, 16, 

Behold, the Lord will come with Fire, and 
with his Chariots like a Whirl-wind, to render 
his Anger with Fury, and bis Rebuke, with 
Flames of Fire. 

For by Fire and by his Sword, will the Lord 
plead with all Fleſh: And the ſlain of the Lord 
ſhall be many. 

The Prophet means, that all ſorts of 
carnal Men, ſhall feel the ſmart Rod of 
God's Anger, when he cometh forth of his 

H 4 place 
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place to puniſh the Inhabirants of the 
Earth, tor their Iniquitics, 

Now our blefled Sav.our rells us, that 
every Tr:e 15 known by its Fruit ; nor hath 
the Holy Ghoſt lcfe vs without a T<iti- 
mony, of what the Particular Fraits or the 
Fleth are, whereby a Carnal Man may be 
diſcerncd from one that is truly Spiritual. 

The T-it, is written in the Epiſtle of 
St. Paul, to the Galatians, Cap. 5. 19, 20, 
21, 

Now th; works of the Fl-ſh are manif:f, 
w ich are th(:, Aaultery, Formication, COn- 
Clearinels, Lai viouſnel[s. 

[aotuiry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, 
Emulat;oi's, Wrath, Staife, Seditions, Hereſies. 

Exvyins, Murders, Drunkenn:(s, Revellines, 
and {3c like, of the whach I tell you before, 
as I hwoe told you in time paſt, that they which 
as (nc thinzs, ſhall not Inveret the K 1n7dow 


But the Fruit of the Spirit, is, Love, Foy, 
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Hcace wc arc inform'd that Hatred. Va- 
ance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Sediti 

TIHNCC, IMUL4TIONS, Yy FAtil, SCrUcC. SCcanLO 5, 
R.rls, Envvings, and Morcers, arc works 
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of the Fleſh, as well as Adultery, Fornica- 
tion, Unclcanneſs, Lafciviouſnels, Idola- 
try, Witchcraft, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, 
and the former more pernicious to the Soul, 
than the later. The great Phiſician of Souls 
hach put this Qreſtion our of doubt, in 
two (everal Dilcourſes, that he had with 
the Scribes and Poariſees, The firſt in Mat 
21. 31, 33: : 

Verily I ſay unto you, that the Publicans and the 
Harlots go into the Kingdom of God before you. 

For | ohn came unto you in the way of Righ- 
tron[neſs, and ye believed htm not . but the Pub- 
licans, and the Harlots believed him, And 
ye, nhen ye had ſeen it, Repented not after- 
ward that ve might believe bam. 

And in Chap. 23. 15. He pronounceth 
a Wo againit them, laying, Wo grto you 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites z for ye 
compa[s Sea and Land to make one Profelite, 
a'd when he is made, ye mate him twofold 
more the Child of Hell then your ſelves, 

Axk the Apcitle St. Paul, and he will 
give vou a further account who is a Car- 
nal Man. 1 Cor. 31, 2, 3, 4+ 

And I, Brethren, could not [peak unto you, 
4s wito Spiritual, but as unto Carnal, even 4s 
wato Babes in Chriſt, 
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I have fed you with Milk, and not with Meat, 
for hutherto ye were not able to bear it neither 
yet now are ye able, 

For ye are yet Carnal ,, for whereas there 
are among you Emvying and Strife, and Drot- 
frons are ye not Carnal, and walk as Men ? 

For while one ſaith, 1 am of Paul, and 4- 
nether, 1 am of Apollo; arc ye not Carnal ? 

Contulr likewite and conlider what the 
Apoſtle St, Fames hath wricten ro this pur- 
pOlc. Chap. 3. 13. 

Whe 154 wiſe Mail, aid endued with Know- 
ledge among you * Lt hum ſhw out of a good 
Conv: rſation, his Works with Meekne(s of 
Wiſdom, 

But it ye have bitter Envying aad Strife 
in your Hearts, glory not, and lie not a- 
gainlt the truth. 

This V/ ifdom deſcendeth not from above, 
but is Earthly, ſenſual Deviliſh, 

For where Envying and Strife is, there is 
Confuſion, and cvery evil work, 

Bue che Wiſdom that is from above, is 
firſt Pure, then Peaccable, then gentle and 
caſie to be intreated, full of Mercy and 
good Fruics, withouc Partialicy, ( or wran- 
oling , and the Fruit of Rightcoulnels is 
ſown in peace of them that make peace. 
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Do ye not _ that the Church of 
God 1s built upon the Foundation ot the 
Apoltics and Prophets, whercof Chriſt F*ſus 
the anointed Saviour, was the corner ſtone ? 
And do. ye not know that all of them, 
have from time to time declaimed againſt 
all forrs of {al.e Dodir.n, Herelt and Scilm, 
and declarcd for Uvity, Peace and Concord 
amongſt all char pro els che Chriſtian |e- 
ligion * It ye have forgotren theſe things, 
be not angry with me, if I bring to your 
Remembrance the Teſtimonies of ſowe of 
the Prophets, who have given their (ut- 
frage to this Aſeertion, 

The firſt, is that of the Proj hent 1/aiah, 
Chap. 35. 8. 

And an Hieh-way ſhall be there, and it 
ſhall be called the way of Holineſs. 

Now thus much I am bold to fay, in 
Vindication of the Publick Service of our 
Chur h,that it is not only Formally an High- 
Way, bur really a Way of true Holineſs 
a .d Righteonſnu's, if we can but frame our 
Lives and Converſations thereunto, and obe- 
diently anſwer Ged in the things we pray 
for; without which, no one can walk in 
the Light of - God's Countenance upon 
Farch, nor ever ſee his Face in the King- 
dom of Heaven, 

The 
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The next is the Prophet Feremiah, chap. 
31, 9. 

1 will cauſe them to walk by the Rivers of wa- 
ter, in 4 ſtraight way, wherein they ſhail not 
ſiumble, Andthen at wer. 21, he explains 
his meaning in this ver, ſaying, Ser thee up 
Marks, make the hr '0h heaps, [et thine Heart to- 
ward the High-Way, even the way which thou 
wente(t , turn again, 0 Yirein of Iſrael ! 

It ſeems by theſe Words of this Prophet, 
that the People did formerly walk in the com- 
mon High-way of Salvation, but now they 
had forlaken it, and drawn away many ater 
them, and cauſed them to ſtumble ir ro rhcir 
ways, from the anticat Paths,to walk in Paths 
in a way not caſt up, ( z. e. ) to make a Pro- 
feſhon of ſuch a Religion which had ncirher 
Fence nor Bounds, nor Form nor Method, and 
ſo at laſt co make their Land deſolate. chap, 
18. Ver. I5, 16. 

I could inſtance the Ty ies 0r {everal 
other Provhet 5, but two fuch Wirnefles as 
thelc t1 ny Propnets were, and ſich great Suf- 
ferers as they were for wit nefling : gainſt the 
Sciſm that was raiſed agaiaſt the Church of 
God in the time of their Prophecying, may 
be ſufhcicnt roconvince any unbiaſ Perſon, 
that c! Ie inc reale and continuance of Sciſm in 
a Kingdom arc ſure Harbingers to the Ruin 


and 
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and Deftrucion of ic : They that will not be- 
lieve this, will not bclieve Moſes and the Pro- 
phers, and they that will not believe them, 
neither will they believe tho' one ſhould a- 
riſe trom the Dead, with the Flames of Hell- 
Fire abour him. 

Bur haply ſome one or other, may ask this 
Queſtion, what is the Foundation of Scilm, 
or whence doth it ariſe ? Why truly the que- 
ſtion is worth asking, and the Anſwer itI 
rightly apprehend ir, may do lome good rothe 
Church of God for the time to come 3 how- 
ever, (under Correction) I will give my 
Judgment upon it, and-if it can plainly appear 
that I am miſtaken in my Judgment, I thall 
ingcniouſly confeſs that I am a Ma —_ not 
Cod, and thereforemay err. The Queſtion 
1s, whence Sci(m ariſcth. 

Am(wer. Sciſm ariſerh from hence, when 

a Man of Knowledge and deep Underſtanding 
inthe Myſtery of Godlinefs, which he had at- 

tained unto by his conſtant attendance on the 
the publick'Miniſtry of the Word, and Scr- 

vice of the Church, at length begins to grow 

weary of ſerving God in the Highway of Sal- 

vation, and to think in himſclf that he knows 

as much, or more than his own Miniſter can 

icach him, and that he can make bettcr, aad 

longer Prayers, than the common Prayers of 

the 
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the Church are ; he is not ac reſt, till he hach 
found out a creeping hole of | -Mlike at jome- 
ching or other, tho' it be bur ſome harm. cls 
Ceremony ; and fo having once diſgultcd ic, 
he re(olves to diflert the Communion ot the 
Church, and then is at a Stand in himſelf what 
to do, or what Society of Mcn to aflociate 
with juſt like a Man that hath variery of 
Buſtrieſs wich divers Mca, in leveral Placcs, 
and no: yet reſvly'd w hither to go hrſt, takes 
his Scaf in his Hand, aud at tlic door ices ir as 
upright as polſholy he can, and thar way (har 
his Scaft falls, chat way he ſteers his Courſe, 

So likewiie do thoſe knowing Men, that 
for l-ttlc or no c. u'e forſake the publique Aſ- 
ſemblics of our Church, ſcr- up the Staff of 
Con'cience,andtowards what Socicty of Mcn 
it falls, thither they trudge. 

Such a Similicude as this doth that ſmarr 
Pronher Hoſea u &e, when he reprov'd the hu- 
meriom, aad Hcadſtrong Tribe of Ephraim, 
and the unſtable Tribe of Fuds, for their ea- 
ſhe Compliance with new-fathion'd Altars, 
and making anew Covenant, and for taking 
new Mralures of Divine Worſhip, and juſt- 
ling out that which was before cſtab iſhed by, 
the Law of God. Now this fimilitude of the 
Pro het is written ia the 4th, Chapter of his 
Provlicle, Ver. 12, 13. 

My 
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My People ask council of their ſtocks, i. . their 
flock of knowledge, and their flaff declareth unto 
them: for the [pirit of whoredoms (that is, of 
Spiricual W horedoms ) hath cauſed them to 
err, and they have gone a whoring from under theit 
God. They ſacrifice upon the rops of the 
Mountains, and burn Inccule upon the Hills, 
under Oaks, and Poplars, and Elms. 

Thus Sciſm ſprung up like Hemlock a- 
mongſt the Backſliding 1jraelites, and thus it 
ſprang up amongſt the Engliſh : 

Deus & dabit his quoq, fiaem. 

The Lord in Mercy pur an end toonr Di- 
viſions, for they are very many, great, and 
very deſtructive , for, 

A Kingdom divided cannot ſtand well, 

A Parliament divided cannot make Laws 
wcll. 

A Church divided cannot pray well. 

A Clergy divided.cannot all preach well. 

A Univerſity divided cannot ſtudy well. 

An Army divided cannot fght well. 

A Fleet of Ships divided cannot ſail well. 

A Chamberof Aldermen divided cannor 
Rule well. 

A Houle divided cannot thrive well. 

A Mnn divided in himſclf doth fcldom 
think well, and, 

A Veltry divided will ; ever do well, either 
to Church or Poor, $9' 
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So that by all theſe Experiments it is too 
evident that where Striſe and Diviſions are, 
there will be certainly Con'uſion, and every 
evil work will follow. 

But where Unitv, Peace and Concord are, 
there are the choiceſt of God's Bleſſings 
attending, yea there God commands a Blel- 
ſing, even | ife for evermore, 

To conclue this Poſtſcripe, 1 do once a- 
gain pray and beſcech you for the Lord ſcſus's 
lake, ( who is verily, and indeed the true 
Prince of Peace, and the Covenant that he 
ſealed with his precious Þlood, for the pre- 
ſear Comfort, and Etcrnal Happinels of the 
Sons and Daughters of Men, is a Covenant of 
Peace) that ye will retura to the high way of 
Salyation ag1in, and be as heretofore, good 
Exawylcs to tho'c that have uot yer attain'd 
to thole large Mcaſurcs of Knowledge and 
PraQtice as yo! had, belore ye left us, you 
have 2ivcn us a grievous wo-nd,. by leas- 
ing us, and ye may give vs a3 healing Plai- 
ſter 5y your rerurn co15 ag110, What a j0Y- 
ful fohc would it be co the choicelt Members 
of our Cl'ur h to tte you rake your own 
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Placcs, and poſlcſte: your own Seats again ! 
i 
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17 
Doy# not yet know that Satan's Maſter- 
piece of Malice, whereby he endeavours to 
work Miſchief to the Church of God, is, to 
ſow theTare-iced of Diviſions amongſt chem? 
For if he can bur ſtart a queſtion from the un- 
ſtable Heart of any one of them, that may be- 
ſet a doubtful Dilpuration amongſt them, he 
ath hisends, and tho” it may ſeem to in- 
creaſe Knowledge, yer if it will but make 
the leaſt rene he hath as much as he looks 
for ; he knows that there will be ſome Stan- 
ders-by, that will blow at the Coal. 
Nothing can harm the Church of Chriſt 
but. the Diviſions of her own Children , to 
avoid which, a true Believer will deny him- 
ſelf, and be filent in many things of Circum- 
ſtance, rather than he will maintain a di- 
ſpute, that may in the leaſt be prejudicial to 
the Church's Peace. 
Abraham had cauſe enough to have held 
a diſpute with Lot, when their Herdſmen fell 
out (about what 1 know not) and doubtleſs 
might have had the bertcr of ir, bur he will 
not :he had rather be filent,and ſo quench the 
Coals of Strite, than to encreale the Flame, 
by contention, he wiſely foreſaw the Miſ- 
chief that was likely to follow the Strife 
and Contention that was begun berwixc 
them , '{6 that he pg endeavours to put 
oa 
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out the Fire before it was roo much kindled, 
by refuſing to contend at all. 

Let there be no Strife I pray thee ( ſaith 
he to Let) betwixt me and thee, and be- 
ewixt my Herdſmen, and thy Herdſmen, tor 
we be Brethren. 

All truce Believers are the Children of 
faithful 46r4haw, and therefore I conld wiſh 
with all my Heart that theſe Words were 
written in Characters of Gold, upon the 
fleſhly Tables of the Hearts of all the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, whom the Dotrin of the 
Goſpel hath united by Articles of a trucFaith, 
how ſweet would Peace, and how bitter 
would Diviſions be to them? 

It is a remarkable thing, and worth our 
notice, that all the Miſeries that the ſubtle 
Scrpent hath bronght upon all Mankind, 
had its Riſe and Beginning from a doubclul 
Diſputation berwixt himſelf and our firſt 
Parents , and thus he began with a fofr, 
{moorh, oil y Language, yea, hath God ſaid, 
Te (ball n5t eat of every t1 e of the rarden, 

Aad the Woinan ſaid unto the Serpent, 
we may eat of the ſr ut of the trees of the garden, 
But of the frun ofthe tree which is in the mid(t of 
th: garden, God bath (aid, ye ſhall not eat of it, 
weilher ſhall yt touch it, l:ft 16 die, And the 


ſerpent (aid untet2:; woman, y: ſhill not ſurcly ate. 
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For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall be as 
gods, knowing good, and evil ; as if the Ser- 
pent had {aid you talk of dying, if ye car, 
why (rely ye thall not die. God hath kepr 
that Secret from you, which I will reveal to 
you; lam an Angel of Light, I came down 
trom Heaven, and therefore muſt needs 
know the Mind and W ill of God better than 
you do, Ye lay, that if ye cat of the Tree 
ia the midſt of the Garden, you ſhall die 
bur I cell you, that God knows, that in the 
very day ye cat thereof your Eyes ſhall be 
opened, your Underſtanding's enlighrned, 
your Knowledge increaſed, and ye (hall be 
as Gods, perfectly knowing Good and Evil, 
Will ye then be limircd by a Law, when ye 
may have perfte& Freedom ? Will ye beried 
to the Obſervation of an Ordinance, when 
ye my live above all Ordinances , will ye 
be ſuch Enemies to your own Good ? Will 
yeſtand ſo mnch in your own Light * Will 
he continue blind, when ye may have your 
Eycs open'd ? "Tis bur ſtepping a little be- 
yond the bounds of your uſual walk, and ye 
thallenjoy ſuch unſveakablePriviledges, which 
God never yet diſcover'd to you. In this 
doubtful Diſputation did the Dragon, that 
vid Serpear, (which is call'd the Devil, ans 

T9 Satan) 
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Satan) lay the foundation of the myſtery of 
Iniquity ; which, we may plainly perceive, 
was not wrought by a temptation to Carnal 
Infirmities, but by a crafry Dcluſion to Spi- 
ritual Wickedneſs, and it you will but con- 
ſult the ſacred Scriptures, as Chriſt hath 
commanded, Foh. 5. 39. and take diligent 
notice of the things ye read; ye will caft- 
ly perceive that Spiritual Wick- 
ednceſs hath had the greateſt ſhare in thoſe 
Sins that have provoked the Lord to pour 
forth the Vials of his Wrath upon his Church 
and People in all Ages of the World. 

And being aſſured by ſo ſacred a Teſtimo- 
ny as the Word of God is, that the Diviſions 
of a Kinzdom do portend its Deſolation, ler 
us follow thoſe things that make for Peace, 
and letus take the advice which the Apoſtle 
St, Paul gives us, Epheſ. 4. 30, 31, 32. 

Grieve not the holy ſpirit of Gol, whereby ye 
are ſealed to the day of redemption, | 

Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and 
Clamour, and evil ſpeaking, be put ava) from 
YOu, WI b all mal:ce, 

And br: kind one to another, tender-heavted, 
for giving 04e ai0in:r, even as God for Chriſf"s 
[4%s 24:0 ſorTIVR you, 


And 
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And now once more I pray, and beſeech 
you, that if ye have any bowels of Pity or 
Compaſſion upon your native Country, if 
yedo not defire ro ſee the Kingdom wherein 
ye were born to be made an Ateldame, or 
Ficld of Blood. It ye do not defire roſee 
your Relations and Neighbours wallow in 
their Blood, and ſheathing their Swords in 
each others Breaſts ? that ye will return in 
time from the caulzs of ic. Do ye think it 
will be a pleaſant fight ro fee a Company of 
Bloody Soldiery torcibly entri- g your Houſes, 
with drav n Swords in their Hands, with Fire 
in their Eyes, Death in their Looks, their 
Mouths full of curicd-Oaths, and devilliſh 
Execrations, will the noile and lamentable 
ſcreeches and ourtctics of your Wives and 
Children be pleaſing ro you, when ye ſhall 
ſee them kickt and beaten like Dogs in 
your preſence,and otherwiſe barbarouſly us'd 
before your Eyes; your Houſes plunder'd 
and ſpoil'd of their beſt Furniture, your 
Chambers and Cheſts broken up, and emp- 
tied of your choicelt Treaſures ? Can it be 
any pleaſure to you to ſee ſo populous, ſo 
famous, and ſo antient a City as Brifol is, 
ona light Flame ?. Your Hands bound with 
Cords, and -your ſclves hall'd along the 
Srreets like Fellons, and dclivered into the 

l 3 Cuſtody 
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Cuſtody of cruel and hard-hearted Men 

with infinite more milchievous and un- 
known Miſcrics that attend Wars, whither 
civil among our (elves, or Foreign, by In- 
valion of . Strangers ; Ar: there none of 
you Jett alive in chis City chat can teſtifie 
what the unſpeakable Miſerics were which 
this diſtracted Kingdom endured ia the time 
of that Scilm that (0 pRveny wonnded, 
and diſturbed che Peace of the Church in 
the Reign of thac pious Prince King Charles 
the I. if chere are, as doubtleſs there are 
many, a5K them, and they will cell you what 
horrible Confulfions there were, both in 
Charch and Scare, and the Government of 
both utterly (abvcrred, till God in Mercy 
reſtor'd them ro us again, and will continue 
ſo. till the ſame Spiric of FaRion and Sciſm 
do ( for our Sins) give us another overturn , 

CGh Ergſand, England. once the 
Miſtre; $ of Tilnds z it arruc liſt, and nymber 
of thoſe thy Natives, which moſt cruelly flew 
one another in thy are civil W ars, ſhould bc 
brouznt to thy view ! 

And if a!l that Cheidien Blood, then 
ſd to fatishe the Factious Humours of 
{ome Men, had been exhall'd by airy Va- 
pours, and now ſhour d down upon thy fer- 
tile Fiekis, and populous flouriſhing Towns 
and 
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and Cities, thou wouldit ſce ſtrange and pro- 
digious Sights, 

If thoic deep Sighs and Groans, which 
thoulands of exceltent and vertuous Ladies 
and Ge.clewomen utcer'd from their afflicted 
Souls, ad ſtanding with Petitions in their 
Hands at the doors of a company of Thieves, 
that called themſe. ves Commitrrees, pray! 
from day to cay, from week to week, a. 
from montch.comonth,to buy their ownElſtates, 
thiir lovely Cheeks bedew'd with a flux of 
briniſh Tears from their cendes Eyes, 

If t1.h things as theſe can be pleaſing rg 
any fort of profcſt Chriſtians, ſurely they 
arc void of a right Underſtanding, they 
are led, not by !teaſon, but by a Spiric of 
Macs, which hath very licnale fence in 
whar it acts. Conſider theſe things (my 
Brethren) in time, leſt ye repent it, when 
it is £00 late, 

And now laſtly, I pray you, ſeroiaſly to 
conſider, that there are no greater Enemies 
to the ſervice of God in our Church Afﬀem- 
blies, than the Apoſtate Church of Rome, 
conſiſting of Monks, Fryers, Jeſuirs, and 
Maſs-Prieſts. Canyethendothem a greater 
pleaſure, than to joyn with them in Hatred 

and Contempt of it £ Did they not burn both 
the Book ic ſelf, aud the choiceſt Perſons of 
| thole 
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thoſe that compoſed ir, and will ye throw 
their Aſhes into che Rives; they tied them - 
ro Stakes, and will ye ſhoot at their Hearts 
with bitter words 2 

Next unto the ſacred Scripturcs, (I am 
bold ro ſay) that our Commoen- Prayer Book 
is the ſureſt viſible Bulwark. tro keep 
out Popery from ever being eſtabliſhed by 
Law in this Kingdom any more tor cver, 
and- will ye perſevere in throwing covvn 
ſuch a Forcification ? and (o lct in again the 
Aatichriſtian Beaſt, of Ksme to ruin and de- 
ſtroy us, and to make us and your (clves 
an everlaſting Reproach, aad a perpexual 
Hamec, Y 

O do not rob thoſe Martyrs 0* that Ho- 
n2ur vyhich cthcy purchaſcd at fo dear a 
rate, for thc Lencfic and Good of their ſur- 
Vivme Brethien and Fricads that rhen vvere; 
or thercafrer ſhould be made Members of 
the Body of Chriſt. 

O do not diſ-race their Labours by blot- 
tia2 and ſtaining them vv ith (curilous Lan- 
guage, aud thereby expoic the Proteſtant 
Faich to the Scora and laughter of a cruel 
Adverlary , for over your Shoulders do the 
Blood-tliirſty Papilts ſhoot at our Hearts, 

O that ye vvere vviſc, that ye vyould con- 
1der theſe thinos, an4 rectura to the high 

vvay 
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way of Salfation again! What joy would 
there be in our Churches * What loving 
Embraces ? What mutual Society « What 
Gladneſs of Heart ? What inward Comfort 
and Conſolation to our Immorcal Souls ? 
W hart reviving of Spirits « How ſweet would 
ſuch Unity Peace and Concord, be to the 
whole Kingdom? How mediarely-ſecure 
ſhould we be, not only from all fears of a Fo- 
rcign Iuvaſion, but trom all doubts of a Ci- 
vil War. amongſt our ſelves? Then ſhould 
we offcr our daily Sacrifices ot Praiſe aud 
Thauk'/giving, and call upon the name of 
the Lord, to ſerve him with one Shoulder, 
and one Conſenr. 

Thus have I diſcharg'd my duty to all 
that profeſs the name of Chriſt in this King- 
dom, wherein I was born, What the cffe& 
of it may be God knows, tor I do not, I 
leave the iſſue of it to the only wiſe Saviour 
of the World, in whom are hid all the Trea- 
lures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, whoſe 
poor, weak, and unworthy Servant I am, 
and hope to perſevere therein. 

Dum Spiritus hos Reeit ortws. 

And leſt any Reader ſhould here and there 
meet with a word or two in this Poſtſcript, 
which he may happily think hath a tang of 
Acerbity z, I have thorowly ſcalon'd, and 
{weerned 
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ſweerned it with the judgment of a Martyr'd 
Monarch, a Stediaſt and Faithful Defen- 
der of the truly antieat, Catholique, and 
Apoſtolick Faith. 
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Upon the Ordinance againſt the 
Common-Praycr-Book, 


T i no News to have all [Innouations aſher*4 
in with the name of Reformations in Church 
and State, by thoſe, who ſeeking to gain Reputa- 
tion with the Valzar for their extraordinary 
Parts and Piety, muſt needs undo whatever was 
formerly ſettled neugr [o well and wiſely. 

30 hard Can the pride of thoſe that ſtud) No- 
weltics, allow former times any ſhare or deoree of 
Wiſdom or Godbineſs, 

And becauſe matter of Pray:r and Devotion to 
God wſtly b:ars 4 great part in Relivion, ( being 
the Souls more immediate converſe with the Di- 
wine Myeſty) nothing could be more plauſible to 
th: People then to tell chem, They ſerved God ami(s 
13 that Point, 

Hence our public Liturry, or Forms of con- 
fant Prayers muſt b2 (not amended, in what upon 
fre: and publick advice might ſeem to ſobtr Men 
iaconvenient for matter or manner, to whieh 1 
Mould 
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ſhould eaſily conſent, but) wholly caſbiered and uho- 
liſhed, and after many popular Contemprs offered 
10 the Book, and thoſe that uſed it according to 
their Conſctences, and the Laws in force, it muſt 
be crucified by an Ordinance, the better to pleaſe 
either thoſe Men, who glovied in their extempora- 
ry Vein and Fluency , or others, who con(cious to 
their own formality in the uſe of it, thought they 
fully expiated their Sin of not uſing it aright, by 
laying all the blame upon it, and a total rejection 
of it as adead letter, thereby to excuſe the dead- 
neſs of their Hearts, 

As for the Matter contained inthe Book, ſober 
and learned Men have [ufficiently vindicated it 
againſt the Cavils and {+ xceptions of thoſe, who 
thourht it a part of Piety to make what prophane 
objections they could againſt it, eſpecially for Po- 
fery and \u erflition , whereas no doubt the Li- 
turgy was exattHy conformed to the Dottrin of 
th: Church of England , and this by all Keform- 
ed Churches is confeſſed to be moſt ſound and Or- 
thodox, 

For the matter of uſing Set and Preſcribed 
Forms, there i no doubt, but that wholſome words, 
being known, and fitted to Mens Onderſtand nes, 
are [ooneſt recerved into :herr Hearts, and onteſl to 
excite and carty alonz with them judicious and 
fervent Aﬀettions. 

Nor ao I ſee any reaſon why Chriſtians pay 
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be wes 7 of 4 well-compoſed Liturey, (as 1 hold 
this to be) more then of al other things, wherein 
the Conſlancy abates nothing of the E xcellency and 
Uſefulneſs. 

I could never ſee any reaſon why any Chriſtian 
ſhould abhor, or be forbidden to uſe the ſame Forms 
of Prayer, ſince he prays to the ſame God, believes 
inthe [ame Saviour, profeſſeth the ſame Truths, 
reads the ſame Scriptures, hath the ſame Duties 
upon him, and feels the ſame daily wants for the 
moſt part, both 1award and outward, which are 
common to the whole ( hurch, 

Sure we may as well before-hand know what we 
pray, as towhom we pray, and in what words, as to 
what ſenſe ; when we deſire the ſame thines, what 
binders we may not uſe the ſame words * Our Ap- 
petite aud Digeſtion too may be g00d when we uſe, 
as when we pray for, ourdaily Bread. 

Some Mien, I hear, are ſ# impatient not to uſe 
in all their d. votions thetr ownInventionandGifts, 
that they not onl; diſuſe (45 too many\but wholly caſt 
away and contimn the Lord's Praycr ; whoſe, great 
gnilg4s, that 1t i« the warrant and original pattern 
of all let Litres in the Chriſtian Church. 

I evir thengh! that the proud Oflentation of 
M:n 5 Abilities for Invention, and the Tam affe- 
ations ff waricty for Expreſſions, or in Publick 
Prayer, or 18 aily 'acred Adminillrations, merits 4 
greater brand of Sia, tha! that which they call 
Col4- 
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Coldneſs and Barrenneſs ; ner are Men in thoſe 
novelties leſs ſubjef# to formal and (uperficial 
tempers (as to their hearts\ than in the conſt at 
Forms, where net the words, but Men's Hearts 
are to blame. 

I make no doubt but a Man may be wery format 
in the moſt extemporary variety, and very fervent- 
ty devout in the moſt wonted Expreſſions : Nor is 
God more a God of Yariety than of Conſtancy : 
Nor are conſtant Forms of Prayers more likely to 
flat and hinder the Spirit of Prayer, and Devott- 
on, than un-prem-ditated and confuſed variety to 
diſtrat# and loſe it. 

Wherein Men muſt be ſtrangely impudent, and 
flatterers of themſeives, not to have an infinite 
ſhame of what they ſo do and ſay, in things of ſo 
ſacred a nature before God and the Church, after ſo 
ridiculons, and indecd, profane a manner. 

Nor can it be expected, but that im duties of fre- 
quent performance, as Sact amental Adminiftt ati- 
ons, and the like, which are ftillthe ſame : Mini- 
ſters muſt either come to uſe their own Forms con- 
ffantly, which are not like to be ſo ſound, or com- 
preven rue of the nature of the any, as Forms of 
Publick Compoſure , or elſe they muſt every lime 
affett n1w Expreſſions, when the Subjett is the 
ſame ,, which can hardly be preſumed in any Man*s 
greateſt Suffitiencies not to want (many times) 
much of that compleatneſs, o der, and gravity, 
| beeom- 
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becoming thoſe duties , which by this means att 

expoſed at every Celebration to every Miniſter's 

private Infirmities, Indiſpoſitions, Errors, Diſ- 

orders, and Defetts, both for Fudement and Ex- 
preſſion. 

A ſerious ſenſe of which inconvenience in the 
Church anavoidably following every Man's ſeveral 
manner of officiating, no doubt, firſt occaſioned the 

Wiſdom and Pitty 0, the antient Churches, to re- 
a. th ſe m ſchiefs, by the uſe of conſtant Litut- 
gies of Publick Compoſure. 

The want of which 1 believe this Church will 
ſu I remly fe. L. I he #the unhappy Fruts of many 
Men $5 ungoverned I7norance, and cojifident defefts, 
ſhall be diſcover: d in more E: rers, Schiſm , Diſ- 
ord:rs, and uncharitable Diſtrations in Reliet- 
6, which are already but 160 my, the more 1s 
the pity. 

However, if violence muſt needs brinz in, and 
avert theſ, Innovations, ( that Men may not ſeem 
to have nothing to do) which Law, Reaſon and 

R-ligion forbids, at leaft to be (0 obiruded, 46 
wholly to Juſtle out the Publick Liturey, 

os notht: WW £AKM CEXTH( e that 170, / WM) uſt and pas _ 
rv everity of theſe Min who either Litely had 

crived to, uſed and maintained the Service- 


4 on re 'ed i0 - _ cryea Out f Th VIT OUT 

of Law: 4 | bi [12 fs, __ i ln fer, { thew nol t0 
7 

&fc the L1b:rt vaſt ve17 Corlcie ge in not nſine it, 
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That thiſ: Men (1 ſay) ſhould ſo ſuddenly 
change the Liturgy into a Direttory,as if the Spirit 
needed help for tention, tho nit for Expreſſi- 
Ons, or a: if matter preſcribed did not as much 
ſtint and obſtrutt the Spirit, as if it were cloath» 
ed in, and confined to fit words: So Fx and 
eaſie that Legerdemain, which will ſerve to de« 
lade the YVulear, 

That further, they ſhould uſe ſuch ſeverity 4s 
not to ſuffer without Penalty, any to uſe the Com- 
mon-Prayer-Bgok publickly, altho* their Conſcien- 
ces bind them to it, as 4 duty of Piety to God, 
and Obedience to the Laws, 

Thus I ſee, no Men are prone tobe greater Ty- 
rants, and more rigorous exatters ujon others to 
conform to their illegal novelties, than ſuch, 
whoſe pride was formerly leaſt diſpoſea to the obe- 
dience of lawful Conſtitutions , and whoſe licen- 
trons humours moſt pretended Conſcientious Li- 
berties ,, which freedom, with much regret they 
Low allow to Me, and My Chaplains, when they 
may have leave to ſerve Me, whoſe Abilities, 
even in their extemporary way comes not ſhort of 
the others, but their modeſly, and learning far 
*xceeds the moſt of them. 

But this matter 11 of ſo popular a native, 4s 
ſome Men knew it would not bear learned and [0- 
ber De-ates, leſt being convinced by the evidence 
of Reaſon, . as well as by Laws, they ſbonld have 

| | beer 
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been driven either to ſin more againſt their know- 
ledge, by taking away the Liturgy, or 10 diſpleaſe 
ſome Fattion of the People, by continuing the uſt 
of It. 

Thouzh I believe they have offended more con- 
fiderable Men, not only for their numbers and 
Eſtates, but for their weighty and judicious piety, 
than thoſe are, whoſe weakneſs or giddine[s they 
ſought to gratifie, by taking it away, 

One of the greateſt faults ſome Men found with 
the Common- Pr ayer-Book, Ibelieve, was this, 
That it taught them to pray ſo oft for Me ,, to which 
Petitions they had not Loyalty enourh to ſay 
Amen, nor yet Charity enough to forbear Re- 
proaches, and even Curſinzs of Me in their own 
Forms, inflcad of praying for Me. 

I wihh ther Repentance may be their only pu- 
niſhment ;, that ſeeing the miſchicfs which the di- 
fuſe of Publick Liturrzies hath already rroduced, 
they may r:Ntore that Credit, Ule, and Reverence 
to them, which by the antient Ch rches were grven 
to Set Forms of ſound and wholſom wards. 


The Memory of the Tuſt is Bleſſed. 


»s ! 4 | as » . 
Weio when a Kin? 0n Earth, no King beſpde, 
# j. C 'T. ©. |; 6 1 mn 4 &# Ry. . , 
That 6IT 4 more J»ſt d T hat BOIL ut uſtly my 4, 


